







 
 
 


 



 




Sung Eucharist 
Safeguarding Sunday
17 November 2024 
A warm welcome to our services of Holy Communion on the Second Sunday before Advent. Today we focus on how we take safeguarding seriously to make our church a safer place for everyone and at 10am we will commission our safeguarding officers. Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, is presiding and preaching at 8am and 10am. Children’s Church meet in the hall at 10am for Holy Communion led by Revd Tati Gutteridge. 
READINGS
Isaiah 43: 1-3a
Psalm 71: 1-9
James 1: 21-27
Mark 13: 1-8
HYMNS 
105 All creatures of our God and King (omit verses 3, 4, 6)
129 Lord Jesus, think on me
126 The King of love my shepherd is
179 God of mercy, God of grace
COLLECT
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 43: 1- 3a
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
But now thus says the Lord,
    he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 71
Verses 1-9
In te, Domine, speravi 
In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust, let me never be put to confusion : but rid me and deliver me in thy righteousness, incline thine ear unto me, and save me.
2 Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may alway resort : thou hast promised to help me, for thou art my house of defence and my castle.
3 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the ungodly : out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
4 For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for : thou art my hope, even from my youth.
5 Through thee have I been holden up ever since I was born : thou art he that took me out of my mother's womb; my praise shall be always of thee.
6 I am become as it were a monster unto many : but my sure trust is in thee.
7 O let my mouth be filled with thy praise : that I may sing of thy glory and honour all the day long.
8 Cast me not away in the time of age : forsake me not when my strength faileth me.
9 For mine enemies speak against me, and they that lay wait for my soul take their counsel together, saying : God hath forsaken him; persecute him, and take him, for there is none to deliver him.
New Testament Reading
James 1: 21-27
A reading from the Letter of James
Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


Gospel
Mark 13: 1-8
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory be to thee, O Lord
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!’ Then Jesus asked him, ‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.’
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?’ Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ


Commissioning of Safeguarding Representatives
The minister introduces the commissioning and may use this responsive prayer: 
For your goodness to us at all times
We praise you, O Lord. 
For your blessings on this parish
We praise you, O Lord. 
For all who safeguard the well-being of your people here 
We pray to you, O Lord. 
For the call to vigilance that you give to each one of us
We pray to you, O Lord.
For your grace and guidance
We praise you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
The minister addresses the safeguarding representatives and says:
Karen, Carole and Irene, you have been appointed as safeguarding representatives in this parish. We welcome your willingness to serve in this way. Always hold before us the example of Christ the Good Shepherd, that together we may be faithful to God's love. 
Do you believe that you have been called to the role of safeguarding representative in this parish/ school/ community? 
I do. 
Will you be watchful yet caring, trusting yet ready to question, and always available to those who may need support? 
With the help of God, I will. 
Will you deepen your knowledge and refine your skills to the benefit of this church? 
With the help of God, I will. 
Will you work closely with your colleagues here to ensure that all may flourish? 
With the help of God, I will. 
As we commission you for service we pray for God’s grace and guidance, and for the safekeeping and well-being of all. 
Faithful God, we thank you
that Karen, Carole and Irene have offered themselves 
as Safeguarding Representatives in our parish. 
Uphold them by your love 
and enable them by your Spirit, 
that through their ministry 
this church may be a place of welcome, 
security and compassion, 
that all who gather here may do so
in safety and in the knowledge of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The minister or Safeguarding Lead Officer conclude by inviting all to share in an Act of Dedication: 
Gracious God, pour upon all people in this place 
your life-giving Spirit. 
Guide us with your peaceable wisdom, 
that our communities may be places of safety and joy 
as we delight in your gift of life, 
and grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Today’s Music
Psalm 71: 1-9
You can find the words on page 3.
Anthem
[bookmark: _Hlk69887077]Come down, O Love divine - Harris
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, shall far outpass the power of human telling; for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.
Words by Bianco da Siena (14th century)


Sanctus
From Missa Secunda - Hassler
Communion
Agnus Dei from Missa Secunda - Hassler
Sicut cervus - Palestrina
As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God (Psalm 42.1)
Organ voluntary 
Tuba Tune – Norman Cocker 
Prayers for the week
We ask God’s blessing on Arlayn George, Arthur Baldo-Evans and Edward Baldo-Evans who are being baptized in church at 2.30 this afternoon.
We pray for those in need: Sue Balmer, Philip Caine, Bishop Christopher Chessun, Ian Clark, Fiona Cochran, Gaie Delap, Gillian duCharme, the Gethin family, Lynn Hedges, Hessie Hervey, Nick Hervey, Maggie Jenvey, Glynne and Nancy John, Lena Kimming, Richard Poole, Debbie Sandringham, David Skingley, Jean Smith, Anne and Noel Timmons, and Jan Woolley.
We remember all who have died recently including Robert Blyth , Bob Jennings and Mary Porter. We remember Karen Ann Cann and Valerie Naylor on their year’s minds and ask God’s blessing and comfort on all mourning the loss of loved ones. 
To include names of loved ones on the prayer list, please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using our card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week
Today, Sunday 17 November  Safeguarding Sunday
8.00am 	        Holy Communion
10.00am		Sung Eucharist
2.30pm		Baptisms
Monday 18 November
8.30am	       	Morning Prayer  
Tuesday 19 November
8.30am		Morning Prayer
Wednesday 20 November
8.30am 		Morning Prayer
Thursday 21 November
8.00am 		 Holy Communion
Sunday 24 November Christ the King/Tallis Sunday  
8am		Holy Communion
10.00am	           Sung Eucharist 
Please note that there is no Choral Evensong this evening.
4pm: ‘Christmas Journey’ for St Alfege – in church 

Walk-In Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am to 12noon in the Frank Smith Room in the hall for a cuppa, company and a chat.
Contact Us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn  
Curate:  Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk  020 8853 0687  
www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen	Lead Safeguarding Officer		07866 932 894 
Carole Moses		Safeguarding Officer 			07899 396 671
Irene Bishop		Safeguarding Officer			020 8698 2658
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