[image: A black and white logo

Description automatically generated]



[image: A christmas tree with ornaments

Description automatically generated]  

Service of 
Nine Lessons 
and Carols








	
Sunday 21 December 2025
at 6.30pm

[bookmark: _Hlk90564159]Led by Revd Simon Winn, Vicar
Director of Music – Joshua Ryan
[image: A blue and white sign with a ear

Description automatically generated]Organist - Ben Banks 

A warm welcome to our service of Nine Lessons and Carols, which takes us across the sweep of scripture declaring the good news of God’s outrageous love and ongoing work of saving us from ourselves. 
Tonight, we are reminded that divine love is expressed profoundly and personally by coming to us in human form. The incarnation, as we call it, is that moment in human history when the God we might think of as distant from us, became more personal than any could have imagined, through Jesus Christ. 
So, we hope that through the story of scripture, the beauty of music and the reflection of our prayers, you might receive and seek to share the peace and light of Christ this Christmas. We are pleased to welcome Greenwich’s community leaders and representatives to our service tonight. We wish you and your loved ones the blessings of Christmas and a peaceful and happy New Year.
Revd Simon Winn, Vicar of St Alfege Church
The collection (during the carol While shepherds watched), together with the collections from all our special services in Advent and Christmas will be divided equally between three charities: 
· St Alfege with St Peter’s Primary School Foodbank 
· Embrace the Middle East
· Greenwich Homeless Project
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the hymn or use the contactless card reader (at the west and north doors) for electronic payments.  If you are a UK taxpayer, the charities can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. Please do complete a Gift Aid envelope whether your donation is cash or electronic (in which case write the amount on the envelope).
The Christmas tree in church has been donated in memory of Kevin Howes.


Before the service our organist Ben Banks will play the following pieces: Sinfonia (from the Christmas Oratorio) by J. S. Bach; Prelude on ‘The holly and the ivy’ by Herbert Sumsion; Chorale Prelude on ‘In dulci jubilo’ by Dietrich Buxtehude; and Prelude on ‘Whence is that goodly fragrance?’ by Harrison Oxley.
We light our hand-held candles
Stille nacht – Geoffrey Webber
	Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! 
Alles schläft; einsam wacht 
Nur das traute heilige Paar. 
Holder Knab im lockigten Haar, 
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh! 
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh!
Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! 
Hirten erst kundgemacht 
Durch der Engel Alleluja, 
Tönt es laut bei Ferne und Nah: 
Jesus der Retter ist da! 
Jesus der Retter ist da!
Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! 
Gottes Sohn! O wie lacht 
Lieb´ aus deinem göttlichen Mund, 
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund`. 
Jesus in deiner Geburt! 
Jesus in deiner Geburt!

	Silent night! Holy night!
All are sleeping, alone and awake
Only the intimate holy pair,
Lovely boy with curly hair,
Sleep in heavenly peace!
Sleep in heavenly peace!
Silent night! Holy night!
To shepherds it was first made known
By the angel, Alleluia;
Sounding forth loudly far and near:
Jesus the Savior is here!
Jesus the Savior is here!
Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, O how he laughs
Love from your divine mouth,
Then it hits us - the hour of salvation.
Jesus at your birth!
Jesus at your birth! 



Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)
Music: Franz Grüber (1787-1863) Arranged by Geoffrey Webber
Please stand  

Carol                                                                             
The first two verses are sung by the choir only.                
Once in royal David’s city, 
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy.   
And through all his wondrous childhood  	  
he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly Maiden,
in whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood’s pattern
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.
Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Arranged by Sir David Willcocks (1919-2025)
Bidding Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.           
Please sit. We extinguish our hand-held candles. 


First lesson
Read by Karen Hansen, Safeguarding Lead, St Alfege Church
Genesis 3: 8 - 15
The disobedience of man and woman towards God.
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’  
He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 
He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’  
The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 
Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’  
The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’
Thanks be to God


Choir				
Adam lay y’bounden arr. Boris Ord (1897-1961)
Adam lay ybounden
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter
Thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple
An apple that he took
As clerkes finden
Written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been
The apple taken been
Ne had never our lady
A-been heavené queen. 
Blessed be the time
That apple taken was
Therefore we moun singen
Deo gracias!
Words Anon 15 century


Second lesson 				
Read by Cameron Galvin, Choral Scholar, St Alfege Church
Genesis 22: 15 - 18
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed all nations shall be blessed.
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’
Thanks be to God
Choir						
A spotless rose - Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
A spotless Rose is blowing,
Sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers' foreshowing,
Of Jesse promised fruit;
Its fairest bud unfolds to light
Amid the cold, cold winter,
and in the dark mid-night.
The Rose which I am singing,
Whereof Isaiah said,
Is from its sweet root springing
In Mary, purest Maid;
For through our God's great love and might
The Blessed Babe she bare us
In a cold, cold winter's night.
Words: 14th Century
Third lesson
Read by David McEvoy, Reader (Licensed Lay Minister), 
St Alfege Church
Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7
Christ’s birth and Kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Thanks be to God
Choir						
The holly and the ivy – Ola Gjeilo (b.1978)
The holly and the ivy
When they are both full grown
Of all the trees that are in the wood
The holly bears the crown.
The rising of the sun
And the running of the deer
The playing of the merry organ
Sweet singing in the choir.
The holly bears a blossom
As white as the lily flower
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To be our sweet Saviour.
The rising of the sun …
The holly bears a berry
As red as any blood
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
For to do us sinners good.
The rising of the sun…
The holly bears a prickle
As sharp as any thorn
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
On Christmas Day in the morn.
The rising of the sun …
The holly bears a bark
As bitter as any gall
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To redeem us all.
The rising of the sun …
The holly and the ivy
When they are both full grown
Of all the trees that are in the wood
The holly bears the crown. 
The rising of the sun …
Please stand
Carol                                                                             
Unto us is born a Son,
King of quires supernal;
See on earth his life begun,
Of lords the Lord eternal.
Christ, from heaven descending low,
Comes on earth a stranger;
Ox and ass their owner know,
Becradled in the manger.
This did Herod sore affray
And grievously bewilder,
So he gave the word to slay,
And slew the little childer.
Of his love and mercy mild
This the Christmas story;
O that Mary’s gentle child
Might lead us up to glory!
O and A, and A and O,
Cum cantibus in choro,
Let our merry organ go,
Benedicamus Domino.
Words: Latin 15th century, translated by George Ratcliffe Woodward. Melody from Piae Cantiones (1582), arranged by Sir David Willcocks (1919 – 2015)
Please sit

Fourth lesson
Read by Nicholas Bence-Trower, Chairman of the Sir William Boreman’s Foundation, the Worshipful Company of Drapers
Micah 5: 2 - 5a
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
Thanks be to God
Choir						
The little road to Bethlehem – Michael Head (1900-1976)
As I walked down the road at set of sun
The lambs were coming homeward one by one
I heard a sheep bell softly calling` them
Along the little road to Bethlehem.
Beside an open door as I drew nigh
I heard sweet Mary sing a lullaby
She sang about the lambs at close of day
And rocked her tiny Boy among the hay.
Across the air the silver sheepbells rang
"The lambs are coming home," sweet Mary Sang
"Your star of gold, your star of
Gold is shining in the sky.
So sleep, my little Boy, go lullaby."
As I walked down the road at set of sun
The lambs were coming homeward one by one
I heard a sheepbell softly calling them
Along the little road to Bethlehem.
Words: Margaret Rose
Choir						
An Old Carol (I sing of a maiden) – Roger Quilter (1877-1953)
I sing of a maiden
 That is makëless: 
King of all kingës
 To her son she ches.
He came all so stillë
 There his mother was,
 As dew in Aprillë
 That falleth on the grass. 
He came all so stillë
 To his mother’s bow’r,
 As dew in Aprillë
 That falleth on the flow’r.
He came all so stillë
 There his mother lay,
 As dew in Aprillë
 That falleth on the spray.
Mother and maiden
 Was never none but she;
 Well may such a lady
 Goddës mother be.
Text: C15th English
Fifth lesson
Read by Elizabeth Uter, participant poet in our Black History 365 project: Reclaiming Narratives: commonly called by the name of Esther Smith.
Luke 1: 26 - 38
The birth of Jesus foretold
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
Thanks be to God
Choir 
Nativity Carol - Sir John Rutter (b.1945)
Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago; 
born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so. 
Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay for Christ is born of aye, born on Christmas day. 
Cradled by mother so fair, tender the lullaby; 
over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky. 
Wise men from distant far land, shepherds from starry hills, worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills. 
Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow; innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know. 
Please stand
Carol
Verse three is sung by the choir only
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, 
the dear Christ enters in. 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 
Phillips Brooks (1835-93) 
Arranged: Sir Thomas Armstrong (1898 -1994) 
Please sit


Sixth lesson 	                                           
[bookmark: _Hlk500577337]Read by Matthew Ayres, Deputy Chair of Governors, St Alfege with St Peter’s Primary School
Luke 2: 1 - 7
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Thanks be to God
Choir						
What sweeter music – Sir John Rutter (b.1945)
What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
That sees December turned to May.
Why does the chilling winter's morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
'Tis He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.
We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. The nobler part
Of all the house here, is the heart.
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour, who's our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.
What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Words: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

Seventh lesson 	                        
Read by Simon Gallie, Churchwarden, St Alfege Church
Luke 2: 8 - 16
The shepherds go to the manger.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Thanks be to God


Choir
O holy night – Adolphe Adam arr. John Rutter (born 1945)
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
‘Til He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;
In all our trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger,
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, Before Him lowly bend!
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother;
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
Words by John Sullivan Dwight from a French poem “Minuit, Chrétiens” (Midnight Christians) by Placide Cappeau. 
Please stand for the carol 
The collection (during the hymn), together with the collections from all our special services in Advent and Christmas will be divided equally between four charities: will be divided equally between three charities: 
Greenwich Homeless Project offers single room emergency accommodation for 13 people from October – March. It is a charity which also provides a year-round Day Centre for anyone who is homeless or at risk of homelessness in Greenwich. The charity has a team of more than 100 volunteers.  
The St Alfege School Food Bank is run from our church school, St Alfege with St Peter Primary School, and supports families with children at the school who are struggling because of the cost-of-living crisis.
Embrace the Middle East is a UK charity which works with local partners in the Middle East to transform lives and restore the dignity of the most excluded and marginalised communities including refugees from current conflicts.
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the collection or use the contactless card readers at the west and north doors for electronic payments.
Please also note that if you are a UK taxpayer the charity can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. If you are eligible, please do complete a Gift Aid envelope and put your donation in it. If you are using the contactless card reader please write ‘contactless’ on an envelope together with a note of the amount you donated.  


Carol
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
‘Fear not’, said he, for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind;
glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
‘To you in David’s town this day
is born of David’s line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:
The heavenly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
and in a manger laid’.
Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
‘All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease.’
Words:  Nahum Tate 1652–1715 Music: Este’s Psalter, 1592   
Arranged: Sir David Willcocks (1919-2025)
Please sit

Choir 
Videntes Stellam – Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Videntes stellam 
Magi gavisi sunt gaudio magno: 
et intrantes domum 
obtulerunt Domino aurum thus et myrrham.
When they saw the star 
the Wise Men were filled with a great joy 
and they went into the house.  
There to the Lord they offered gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh. 
From Matthew 2: 10-11
Eighth lesson
Read by Professor Jane Harrington, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Greenwich and Chair of the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site.
Matthew 2: 1 - 12
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Thanks be to God
Choir 
[bookmark: _Hlk503426681][bookmark: _Hlk124255159]Tomorrow shall be my dancing day – John Gardner (1917-2011)
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love,
O my love, my love, my love;
this have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
of her I took ﬂeshly substance;
Thus was I knit to man’s nature,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love…
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 
so very poor, this was my chance,
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love… 
Then afterwards baptized I was; 
the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
My Father’s voice heard from above, 
to call my true love to my dance: 
Sing O my love…
From Matthew 2: 10-11
We re-light our hand-held candles. Please stand. 
Ninth lesson	
Read by Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, St Alfege Church
John 1: 1 - 14
[bookmark: _Hlk90563640]St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Thanks be to God
Please remain standing
Carol
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of angels:
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb,
very God, begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him …
See how the shepherds 
summoned to his cradle
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither bend our joyful foot-steps 
O come, let us adore him…

Lo, star led chieftains,
Magi, Christ adoring,
offer him incense, gold, and myrrh;
we to the Christ child
bring our hearts’ oblations:
O come, let us adore him ... 
Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
fain we embrace thee, with love and awe:
who would not love thee,
loving us so dearly?
O come, let us adore him... 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
‘Glory to God in the highest:’
O come, let us adore him ...
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born on Christmas morning;
Jesu, to thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Words: Latin, 18th century tr. F. Oakeley (1802-80)
Arranged: Sir David Willcocks (1919-2025)
Collect for Christmas Eve
Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
Acclamations

 The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light.
For to us a child is born
to us a Son is given.  
His name will be called wonderful
counsellor, mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to all people on earth.
Blessing
May the Father, who has loved the eternal Son from before the foundation of the world, shed that love upon you his children.  
Amen.
May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy and peace.
Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit, by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.
Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you forever. 
Amen.


Hymn
Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail, the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) and others
Descant by Sir David Willcocks (1919-2025)
[bookmark: _Hlk90560977]Please remain standing as the choir and clergy process out. Please extinguish your hand-held candle before leaving your seat.

Organ Voluntaries 	 
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 - J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Carillon-Sortie – Henri Mulet (1878- 1967)
Please join us in the Church Hall after the service for mince pies and mulled wine. 
As you leave tonight, please take a copy of ‘Twelve Joys of Christmas’ - a booklet of daily Meditations for Christmas and the New Year from the Church of England.
Supporting St Alfege Church
	We would also ask you to consider setting up a regular standing order to St Alfege Church to support the work 
and ministry of the church. Account: PCC of St Alfege, Greenwich. Sort Code: 60-09-16 Account number: 25249304. You can also use this QR code to donate. 

	[image: A qr code with a logo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


More Information
Please check our website for more information and news: 
www.st-alfege.org.uk 
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn      
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687  
office@st-alfege.org.uk	


Regular Sunday Services at St Alfege Church
8am Holy Communion  
A said Communion service (1662 Book of Common Prayer)
10am Parish Eucharist  
A sung communion service (Common Worship).
Children's Church meets in the hall during term time.
Abide, meditation and reflection with music from Taizé 
On the first Sunday of every month at 5.30pm
Choral Evensong 
On the last Sunday of every month at 4pm (except December, July and August) 
Regular Weekday Services at St Alfege Church
Morning Prayer 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8.30am.
Holy Communion
Thursday mornings at 8am 
Weekday services are paused for the Christmas break and will resume from Monday 5 January 2026 with Morning Prayer at 8am.

You can find more details on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk


	Christmas Services at St Alfege
Monday 22 December
6.30pm  Blue Christmas service
A reflective service of Holy Communion close to the longest night, especially for those who find Christmas a difficult time.
Wednesday 24 December Christmas Eve
5.00pm  Christingle and Crib Service 
A short joyful candlelit service for all ages to begin Christmas. 
11.00pm  Midnight Mass
A choral celebration of Christmas with carols and candlelight
Thursday 25 December Christmas Day
11am	  Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion for all ages with carols on Christmas morning 
Sunday 28 December
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (Sung)
	Sunday 4 January 2026 Feast of Epiphany
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung) 
5.30pm Abide, a meditative service with music from Taizé


The services of Midnight Mass, Christmas Day Sung Eucharist and the Parish Eucharists on Sundays 28 December and 4 January will also be livestreamed on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/StAlfegeChurch
Weekday services will be paused for the Christmas break from 26 December and will resume on Monday 5 January 2026 with Morning Prayer at 8.30 am.


Please take this booklet home with you
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