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Sung Eucharist
Fourth Sunday of Advent
21 December 2025
Welcome to our services of Holy Communion today. Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, is presiding and preaching at 8am and 10am. 
Readings
Isaiah 7: 10-16
Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-20
Romans 1: 1-7
Matthew 1: 18-25
Hymns
422 Tell out, my soul
52 The people that in darkness sat (omit verses 2 & 3)
26 O come, O come, Emmanuel
484 Long ago, prophets knew
Collect
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
Prayer after Communion
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

This Week’s Advent Wreath Prayer
God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary that she was to be the mother of your Son. Though Mary was afraid, 
she responded to your call with joy. Help us, whom you call to serve you, to share like her in your great work of bringing to our world your love and healing. We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. Amen.
Old Testament Reading 
Isaiah 7: 10-16
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-19
Qui regis Israel
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep : shew thyself also, thou that sittest upon the cherubims.
2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses : stir up thy strength, and come, and help us.
3 Turn us again, O God : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole.
4 O Lord God of hosts : how long wilt thou be angry with thy people that prayeth?
5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears : and givest them plenteousness of tears to drink.
6 Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neighbours : and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Turn us again, thou God of hosts : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole.
8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.
18 And so will not we go back from thee : O let us live, and we shall call upon thy Name.
19 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole.

New Testament Reading 
Romans 1: 1-7
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel
Matthew 1: 18-25
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory be to thee, O Lord
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ 


Today’s Music
Mass setting
Kyrie, Sanctus/Benedictus and Agnus Dei from Missa Alma Redemptoris Mater – T.L. de Victoria
Anthem
Laetentur Coeli – William Byrd 
Laetentur coeli, et exultet terra. 
Jubilate montes laudem, quia Dominus noster veniet,
et pauperum suorum miserebitur.
Orietur in diebus tuis justitia et abundantia pacis.
Et pauperum suorum miserebitur.
Let the heavens be glad, and the earth exult.
Exclaim praise, o mountains, For our Lord will come,
And will have mercy on His impoverished ones.
Justice will arise during your days, And an abundance of peace.
And He will have mercy on His impoverished ones.  
Isaiah 49: 13, Psalm 71: 7
Communion 
Agnus Dei from from Missa Alma Redemptoris Mater – T.L. de Victoria
Organ Postlude 
Les Anges from La Nativité du Seigneur – Olivier Messaien


Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Aminta and Anthony, Fran Barlow, Ian Clark, Helen and Dan Delap, Andrew Fraser, Jo Fortheringham, Hessie and Nick Hervey, Carole Hubble, Glynne and Nancy John, Lena Kimming, James Markham, Lylian Meira, Nancy Mence, Nimal Menon, Nicola Orme, Tony Othen, Vinubhai Patel, Eva Preisich, Jessica Springbett, Jean Smith, Tina Stanley, Jessica Tipton, Sabrina Unold, George Voelker, Drew Webster, Pauline Youll, and Joshua Zitha. 
We remember those who have died recently, including Gordon Anderson, Ken Eastwood, Margaret Foreman, and David Weaver. We also remember Guy Barnett and Elisabeth and Frank Abrahams on their year’s minds. We ask God’s blessing and comfort on all mourning the loss of loved ones.
To include names of loved ones on the prayer list, please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 


Contact Us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn       
Curate:  Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge
Church Office:  020 8853 0687  
email: office@st-alfege.org.uk  www.st-alfege.org.uk  
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen	Lead Safeguarding Officer	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses	Safeguarding Officer 			07889 396 671
Irene Bishop		Safeguarding Officer			020 8698 2658
safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services Christmas and New Year 
	Sunday 21 December Fourth Sunday of Advent
10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
A candlelit service with readings, hymns and carols 
Monday 22 December
8.30am	 Morning Prayer 
6.30pm     Blue Christmas service 
A reflective service of Holy Communion close to the longest night, especially for those who find Christmas a difficult time.
Tuesday 23 December
8.30am    Morning Prayer
Wednesday 24 December Christmas Eve
8.30am	 Morning Prayer
  	5.00pm     Christingle and Crib Service 
A short joyful candlelit service for all ages to begin Christmas
11.00pm   Midnight Mass 
A choral celebration of Christmas with carols and candlelight
Thursday 25 December Christmas Day
11am	        Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion with carols for all ages on Christmas morning
Sunday 28 December 
8.00am     Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (Sung) 
	Sunday 4 January 2026 Feast of Epiphany 
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am  Choral Eucharist
5.30pm  Abide, a contemplative service with music from Taizé
Regular weekday services resume with Morning Prayer at 8.30am on Monday 5 January.
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