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Sung Eucharist
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	Christmas Day 2025
at 11am

A Very Happy Christmas!  
 


A warm welcome to our service this morning for our celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Christ-child, and particularly to those visiting for the first time.  All the information you need for the service is in this booklet. 
The collection (during the Offertory hymn Once in Royal David’s City), together with the collections from all our special services in Advent and Christmas will be divided equally between three charities: 
· Embrace the Middle East
· St Alfege School food bank
· Greenwich Homeless Project
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the hymn or use the contactless card reader (at the west and north doors) for electronic payments.  If you are a UK taxpayer, the charities can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. Please do complete a Gift Aid envelope whether your donation is cash or electronic (in which case write the amount on the envelope).
The service is led by the Revd Simon Winn, Vicar. Revd Mark Hatcher, Honorary Associate Priest, is preaching. The choir is directed by Joshua Ryan with Ben Banks, organist.  
The sung setting for the Eucharist is the Mass in G by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Our grateful thanks to the many people who are involved week by week in worship and ministry, without whom this service could not take place. 
The clergy and churchwardens of St Alfege Church wish you a peaceful, holy and happy Christmas. 
  
The Christmas Tree has been donated in memory of Kevin Howes 


Gathering and Welcome 
Please stand  
Hymn  
Christians, awake! salute the happy morn,
whereon the Savior of the world was born;
rise to adore the mystery of love,
which hosts of angels chanted from above;
with them the joyful tidings first begun
of God incarnate and the Virgin's son.
Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,
who heard the angelic herald's voice, ‘Behold,
I bring good tidings of a Saviour’s birth
to you and all the nations upon earth:
this day hath God fulfilled his promised word,
this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord."
To Bethl'em straight the enlightened shepherds ran,
to see the wonder God had wrought for man;
and found, with Joseph and the blessed Maid,
her Son, the Saviour, in a manger laid:
then to their flocks, still praising God, return,
and their glad hearts with holy rapture burn.
O may we keep and ponder in our mind
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind;
trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our loss,
from his poor manger to his bitter cross;
tread in his steps, assisted by his grace,
till man’s first heavenly state again takes place. 


Then may we hope, the angelic throngs among,
to sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song:
he that was born upon this joyful day
around us all his glory shall display;
saved by his love, incessant we shall sing
eternal praise to heaven's almighty King.
Melody: Stockport, J. Wainwright (1723-68)  Words: J. Byrom (1692-1763)

Revd Simon says 
 
Grace and peace to you from God. 
God fill you with truth and joy. 
I bring you good news of great joy: 
a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia. 
Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a Son is given. Alleluia. 
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia. 
We worship and adore him. Alleluia. 
Words of welcome follow and the Christmas candle on our Advent wreath is lit  
We pray  
God our Father, today the Saviour is born
and those who live in darkness are seeing a great light.
Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy,
to live in the light of your Son
and to share the good news of your love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
the light who has come into the world. Amen.


Prayers of Penitence 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
We pause for silent reflection 
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
Forgive our failure to receive him.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Jesus our Saviour,  
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Spirit of love,  
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:  
forgive the hardness of our hearts.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself
and cleanse you from all your sins,
that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Please stand. 

The choir sings  
Gloria in Excelsis 
	Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.


The Collect (the Church’s special prayer for today)
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you,  
our Saviour and our eternal God.  
Amen. 


The Liturgy of the Word 
Please sit  
First Reading 
Read by Edmond Rose
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Hebrews 1: 1-4
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand  


Hymn    
A great and mighty wonder,
a full and holy cure!
the Virgin bears the infant
with virgin honour pure:
Repeat the hymn again!
'To God on high be glory,
and peace on earth shall reign.'
The Word becomes incarnate,
and yet remains on high;
and cherubim sing anthems
to shepherds from the sky: 
Refrain
While thus they sing your monarch,
those bright angelic bands,
rejoice, ye vales and mountains,
ye oceans, clap your hands: 
Refrain
Since all he comes to ransom,
by all be he adored,
the infant born in Bethl'em,
the Saviour and the Lord: 
Refrain
Words: St Germanus (c. 634-c.734) Translated by J.M. Neale (1818-66). Melody: Es ist ein Ros


We remain standing for the Gospel 

Gospel 
Read by Carole Moses (Lay Pastoral Minister)
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Luke 2: 1-14   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please sit  
Sermon	
Revd Mark Hatcher, Honorary Associate Priest
Anthem
[bookmark: _Hlk503426681]Tomorrow shall be my dancing day – John Gardner 
(1917-2011)
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love,
O my love, my love, my love;
this have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
of her I took ﬂeshly substance;
Thus was I knit to man’s nature,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love…
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 
so very poor, this was my chance,
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass,
to call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love… 
Then afterwards baptized I was; 
the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
My Father’s voice heard from above, 
to call my true love to my dance: 
Sing O my love…
Please stand
Affirmation of Faith 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in the Father. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in the Son. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son  
and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
Please sit or kneel   
Prayers of Intercession  
Led by Karen Hansen
Each prayer will end with:  
Jesus born of Mary, 
be born in us today. 
The prayers will conclude with: 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
Please stand  
Revd Simon says 

The Peace 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
The peace of the Christ Child be always with you.  
And also with you. 
We offer each other a sign of peace and Christmas greetings  
The collection for the St Alfege Church Christmas charities will be taken during the following hymn.
This collection, together with the collections from all our special services in Advent and Christmas will be divided equally between three charities:
Embrace the Middle East is a UK charity which works with local partners in the Middle East to transform lives and restore the dignity of the most excluded and marginalised communities including refugees from current conflicts.
The St Alfege School food bank is run from our church school, St Alfege with St Peter Primary School, and supports families with children at the school who are struggling because of the cost-of-living crisis.
Greenwich Homeless Project offers single room emergency accommodation for 13 people from October to March. It is a charity which also provides a year-round Day Centre for anyone who is homeless or at risk of homelessness in Greenwich. The charity has a team of more than 100 volunteers.
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the collection or use the contactless card readers at the west and north doors for electronic payments.
If you are a UK taxpayer the charity can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. If you are eligible, please complete a Gift Aid envelope and put your donation in it. If you are using the contactless card reader please write ‘contactless’ on the envelope together with a note of the amount you donated.

Offertory Hymn   
Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden,
in whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.


For he is our childhood's pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.
Words:  Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) Tune: Irby
The Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
The Bread and Wine and the Collection are brought to the Altar by members of the congregation. Revd Simon prays
Word made flesh, life of the world,  
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.   
Amen. 


The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death  
In him the light which shines for all 
has come into the world, 
and he has become one with us 
that we may become one with you.  
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and singing:  
The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus
	Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.


Please sit 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with 
  his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many
  for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup 
  of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 


Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with St Alfege, the Blessed Virgin Mary  
and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
The Lord's Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Breaking of the Bread 
Revd Simon breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
The Invitation to Communion 
God's Holy gifts for God's holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
The Giving of Communion 
Everyone is invited to receive the sacrament or a blessing after which we reply Amen.
The choir will receive Holy Communion first, at the altar rail. If you are on the ground floor, please come forward as directed by a welcomer to one of the three communion stations at the front of the church (in the centre aisle and in the side aisles). If you are upstairs in the gallery, please come down to receive communion then return to your seat upstairs. 
If you need communion brought to you, please let a welcomer know.  If you would like to receive a blessing rather than communion, please bow your head. 
Please let a welcomer know if you need a gluten-free wafer.
We are offering communion in both kinds, the bread (wafer) and the wine (in the cup or chalice). If you would prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice/cup please bow your head or simply leave the communion station after receiving the wafer. Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the chalice). 
During the Administration the choir will sing: 
Agnus Dei from Mass in G by Franz Schubert 
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace
O magnum mysterium – Tomas Luis de Vittoria (1548-1611)
O great mystery and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in a manger!
O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!
Prayer after Communion	
God our Father, whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord.
Amen.

Please stand 


Hymn 
Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail, the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) and others
Descant by Sir David Willcocks (1919-2025)

The Dismissal  
Revd Simon prays the Blessing

May the joy of the angels,  
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men,  
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child  
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
Please remain standing as the choir, servers and clergy process out.  
Organ postlude 
Final from Symphony No. 1 – Louis Vierne
 
As you leave, please take a copy of ‘Twelve joys of Christmas' -meditations from the Church of England for Christmas and the New Year. Also please take a copy of ‘The Amazing Advent-ure’ book for children.
From Common Worship Order One, Copyright © The Archbishops Council 2000. Photograph: David McEvoy


Supporting St Alfege Church
	We would also ask you to consider setting up a regular standing order to St Alfege Church to support the work 
and ministry of the church. Account: PCC of St Alfege, Greenwich. Sort Code: 60-09-16 Account number: 25249304. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk
020 8853 0687  www.st-alfege.org.uk

Want to discover more of our history? 
Look at the heritage pages on the St Alfege website www.st-alfege.org.uk/heritage. You could also sign up for one of our Hidden Spaces guided tours which include exploring the galleries and the historic crypt. The next tours are on Saturdays 17 and 31 January 2026.  You can book via Eventbrite: search for Eventbrite/St Alfege.


Regular Sunday Services at St Alfege Church
8am Holy Communion  
A said Communion service (1662 Book of
Common Prayer).
10am Parish Eucharist  
A sung communion service (Common Worship).
Children's Church meets in the hall during term time.
Abide, meditation and reflection with music from Taizé. 
On the first Sunday of every month at 5.30pm
Choral Evensong 
On the last Sunday of every month at 4pm (except December, July and August) 
Regular Weekday Services at St Alfege Church
Morning Prayer 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8.30am.
Holy Communion
Thursday mornings at 8am 
Weekday services are paused for the Christmas break and will resume from Monday 5 January 2026 with Morning Prayer at 8am.
You can find more details on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk

Christmas Services at St Alfege Church
Thursday 25 December Christmas Day
11am	  Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion for all ages with carols on Christmas morning 
Sunday 28 December
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (Sung)
	Sunday 4 January 2026 Feast of Epiphany
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)  and Children’s Church
5.30pm Abide, a meditative service with music from Taizé
Weekday services are paused for the Christmas break and will resume on Monday 5 January 2026 with Morning Prayer at 8am


The services of Midnight Mass, Christmas Day Sung Eucharist and the Parish Eucharists on Sundays 28 December and 4 January will also be livestreamed on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/StAlfegeChurch
You can find more details about our services and other events such as concerts, recitals and heritage events on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Please take this booklet home with you
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