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		Midnight Eucharist
		
			Christmas Eve 2025
			11pm






[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Presiding Priest - Revd Dr Robert Tobin
Preacher - Revd Simon Winn 
Director of Music - Joshua Ryan
Organist - Ben Banks [image: ]

Welcome
A very warm welcome to our midnight Christmas Eucharist service. The service will be led by Revd Dr Robert Tobin, Chaplain of the Chapel of St Peter and St Paul at the Old Royal Naval College. The preacher is the Revd Simon Winn, Vicar of St Alfege and Area Dean of Charlton. 
Please join in the words in bold.
St Alfege Choir is directed by Director of Music, Joshua Ryan and the organist is Ben Banks.
The choral setting for the Mass is Mass in G by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
The collection (during the hymn O little town of Bethlehem), together with the collections from all our special services in Advent and Christmas will be divided equally between three charities: 
· Embrace the Middle East
· St Alfege School food bank
· Greenwich Homeless Project
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the hymn or use the contactless card reader (at the west and north doors) for electronic payments at the end of the service. If you are a UK taxpayer, the charities can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. Please do complete a Gift Aid envelope whether your donation is cash or electronic (in which case write the amount on the envelope).
The clergy and churchwardens of St Alfege Church wish you a peaceful, holy and happy Christmas.
The Christmas Tree has been donated in memory of Kevin Howes. 

Please stand.
We light our hand-held candles. 
Processional Hymn
Of the Father's heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha: from that Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things
Yet to come the mystic Close,
Evermore and evermore.
By his word was all created;
He commanded and 'twas done;
Earth and sky and boundless ocean,
Universe of three in one,
All that sees the moon's soft radiance,
All that breathes beneath the sun,
Evermore and evermore.
This is he, whom seer and sibyl
Sang in ages long gone by;
This is he of old revealèd
In the page of prophecy;
Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour;
let the world his praises cry!
Evermore and evermore.


Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
Angels and Archangels, sing!
Wheresoe'er ye be, ye faithful,
Let your joyous anthems ring,
Every tongue his name confessing,
Countless voices answering,
Evermore and evermore.
Words: Latin, Prudentius (348-413), trans. R.F. Davis 
(1866-1937). Melody from Piae Cantiones Theoderici Petri Nylandensis (1582). Arr. Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
Gathering and Welcome
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
Almighty God, 
unto whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:
‘You shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.’
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God
through Jesus the Saviour of the world.  	
(cf Matthew 1: 21)
Let us humbly confess our sins in penitence and faith:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against thee 
and against our neighbour,
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life, 
to the glory of thy name.
Amen.
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
We extinguish our hand-held candles
The choir sings the Gloria 
Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory be to God on high, 
and in earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, 
art the Most High, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect
Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Blessing of the Crib 
The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit
First Reading
Read by David Abrahams
A reading from the letter to Titus
Titus 3: 4-7    
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand


Hymn
It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
'Peace on the earth, good-will to men,
from heav'n's all-gracious King!'
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled;
and still their heav'nly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hov'ring wing;
and ever o'er its Babel-sounds
the blessed angels sing.
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;
beneath the angel-strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;
and man, at war with man, hears not
the love-song which they bring;
O hush the noise of mortal strife,
and hear the angels sing!


For lo! the days are hast'ning on,
by prophet bards foretold,
when with the ever-circling years
comes round the age of gold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,
and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.
Words: E.H. Sears (1810-76)
English traditional melody adapted by Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900). Verse 4 arranged by David Willcocks (1919-2015)
Gospel
Read by the Revd Dr Susan Blackall, Assistant Chaplain Emeritus, the Chapel of the Old Royal Naval College 
Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.					John 1. 14
Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory be to thee, O Lord
John 1.1-14  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.


There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
Please sit
Sermon
Revd Simon Winn, Vicar of St Alfege and Area Dean of Charlton
Anthem
The choir sings the Anthem
O holy night - Adolphe Adam arr. John Rutter (born 1945)
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
‘Til He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;
In all our trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger,
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, Before Him lowly bend!
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother;
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
Words by John Sullivan Dwight from a French poem “Minuit, Chrétiens” (Midnight Christians) by Placide Cappeau. 
Please stand


The Apostles’ Creed	
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
Please sit or kneel
Prayers of Intercession
Led by Tim Cave, Reader (Licensed Lay Minister), the Chapel of the Old Royal Naval College.
Each prayer will end with: 
Jesus born of Mary,
be born in us today.
The prayers will conclude with:
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand
The Peace	
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 	 Isaiah 9:6
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and with thy spirit.
The collection will be taken during the following hymn. This collection will be divided equally between three charities:
Embrace the Middle East is a UK charity which works with local partners in the Middle East to transform lives and restore the dignity of the most excluded and marginalised communities including refugees from current conflicts.
The St Alfege School food bank is run from our church school, St Alfege with St Peter’s Primary School, and supports families with children at the school who are struggling because of the cost-of-living crisis.
Greenwich Homeless Project offers single room emergency accommodation for 13 people from October – March. It is a charity which also provides a year-round Day Centre for anyone who is homeless or at risk of homelessness in Greenwich. The charity has a team of more than 100 volunteers.
Please place your cash offering in the bags during the hymn or use the contactless card reader (at the west and north doors) for electronic payments.  If you are a UK taxpayer, the charities can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. Please do complete a Gift Aid envelope whether your donation is cash or electronic (in which case write the amount on the envelope).

Hymn  
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 


How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, 
the dear Christ enters in. 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-93) 
Arranged: Sir Thomas Armstrong (1898 -1994) 

The Preparation of the Bread and Wine
The Bread and Wine and the Collection are brought to the Altar by members of the congregation.  
Blessed be God
by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened,
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise
Blessed be God for ever.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,
and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary
by the power of your Spirit,
and lived as one of us.
In this mystery of the Word made flesh
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of 
   Jesus Christ.
In him we see our God made visible
and so are caught up in the love of the God we 
   cannot see.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
The choir sings the Sanctus: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Please sit or kneel
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us 
his body and his blood;
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.
Likewise after supper he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink ye all of this; 
for this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of his kingdom 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ thy Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.


Accept through him, our great high-priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of thy divine majesty, 
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love, 
and unite us in the body of thy Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be unto thee, 
O Father almighty, world without end.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.


The Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
The choir sings the Agnus Dei
O Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace.
The Invitation to Communion
God's Holy gifts for God's holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.


The Giving of Communion
Everyone is invited to receive the sacrament or a blessing after which we reply Amen.
The choir will receive Holy Communion first, at the altar rail. If you are on the ground floor, please come forward as directed by a welcomer to one of the three communion stations at the front of the church (in the centre aisle and in the side aisles). If you are upstairs in the gallery, communion will be brought to you – please be directed by a welcomer. 
If you need communion brought to you please let a welcomer know.  If you would like to receive a blessing rather than communion, please bow your head. 
Please let a welcomer know if you need a gluten-free wafer.
We are offering communion in both kinds, the bread (wafer) and the wine (in the cup or chalice). If you would prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice/cup please bow your head or simply leave the communion station after receiving the wafer. Please d o not intinct (dip your wafer in the chalice). 
During the Administration the choir will sing this motet: 
Nativity Carol - Sir John Rutter (b.1945)
Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago; 
born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so. 
Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay for Christ is born of aye, born on Christmas day. 
Cradled by mother so fair, tender the lullaby; 
over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky. 
Wise men from distant far land, shepherds from starry hills, worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills. 
Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow; innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know. 
Prayer after Communion	
Almighty God, we thank thee for feeding us with the body and blood of thy Son Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of thy Spirit to live and work to thy praise and glory. Amen.
Please stand
Hymn
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of angels:
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, 
Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb,
very God, begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him…
See how the shepherds
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze:
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:
O come, let us adore him…
Sing choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore him…
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesu, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Words: Latin, 18th century tr. F. Oakeley (1802-80)
The Dismissal
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,
Fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God.
Organ Postlude
Toccata - Théodore Dubois (1837 -1924)
As you leave, please take a copy of ‘Twelve joys of Christmas' - meditations from the Church of England for Christmas and the New Year. 


From Common Worship Order One, Copyright © The Archbishops Council 2000. Photograph: David McEvoy
Supporting St Alfege Church
	We would also ask you to consider setting up a regular standing order to St Alfege Church to support the work 
and ministry of the church. Account: PCC of St Alfege, Greenwich. Sort Code: 60-09-16 Account number: 25249304. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk
020 8853 0687  www.st-alfege.org.uk
Regular Sunday Services at St Alfege Church
8am Holy Communion  
A said Communion service (1662 Book of Common Prayer).
10am Parish Eucharist  
A sung communion service (Common Worship).
Children's Church meets in the hall during term time.
Abide, meditation and reflection with music from Taizé. 
On the first Sunday of every month at 5.30pm
Choral Evensong 
On the last Sunday of every month at 4pm (except December, July and August) 
Regular Weekday Services at St Alfege Church
Morning Prayer 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8.30am.
Holy Communion
Thursday mornings at 8am 
You can find more details on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Christmas Services at St Alfege Church
Thursday 25 December Christmas Day
11am	  Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion for all ages with carols on Christmas morning 
Sunday 28 December
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (Sung)
	Sunday 4 January 2026 Feast of Epiphany
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung) 
5.30pm Abide, a meditative service with music from Taizé
Weekday services are paused for the Christmas break and will resume on Monday 5 January 2026 with Morning Prayer at 8am


The services of Midndight Mass, Christmas Day Sung Eucharist and the Parish Eucharists on Sundays 28 December and 4 January will also be livestreamed on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/StAlfegeChurch
You can find more details about our services and other events such as concerts, recitals and heritage events on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk/ Why not sign up for one of our Hidden Spaces guided tours which explore the galleries and the historic crypt? The next tours are on Saturdays 17 and 31 January 2026.  Book via Eventbrite: search for Eventbrite/St Alfege.
Please take this booklet home with you
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