







 
 
 


 



 





Choral Evensong
Conversion of St Paul
25 January 2026 at 4pm
A warm welcome to our service of Choral Evensong led by Revd Mark Hatcher, Associate Priest
You can follow the service in the Choral Evensong booklet. This insert has details of the music and readings. You can also find the hymns in this service sheet. 
The Preces and Responses are by Thomas Tomkins. The Canticles are from the Evening Service in B minor by T. Tertius Noble. 
The pre-service organ prelude is Angelus – Prière aux anges gardiens by Franz Liszt. 
Introit
Happy and blest are they from Paulus – Felix Mendelssohn
Happy and blest are they who have endured! 
For though the body dies, the soul shall live for ever.
Psalm 119: 41-56
Et veniat super me
Let thy loving mercy come also unto me, O  Lord : even thy salvation, according unto thy word.
42 So shall I make answer unto my blasphemers : for my trust is in thy word.
43 O take not the word of thy truth utterly out of my mouth : for my hope is in thy judgements.
44 So shall I alway keep thy law : yea, for ever and ever.
45 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy commandments.
46 I will speak of thy testimonies also, even before kings : and will not be ashamed.
47 And my delight shall be in thy commandments : which I have loved.
48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved : and my study shall be in thy statutes.
Memor esto servi tui
O think upon thy servant, as concerning thy word : wherein thou hast caused me to put my trust.
50 The same is my comfort in my trouble : for thy word hath quickened me.
51 The proud have had me exceedingly in derision : yet have I not shrinked from thy law.
52 For I remembered thine everlasting judgements, O Lord : and received comfort.
53 I am horribly afraid : for the ungodly that forsake thy law.
54 Thy statutes have been my songs : in the house of my pilgrimage.
55 I have thought upon thy Name, O Lord, in the night-season : and have kept thy law.
56 This I had : because I kept thy commandments. 
The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 56: 1-8
At the beginning:
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord:
    Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
    and my deliverance be revealed.


Happy is the mortal who does this,
    the one who holds it fast,
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it,
    and refrains from doing any evil.
Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say,
    ‘The Lord will surely separate me from his people’;
and do not let the eunuch say,
    ‘I am just a dry tree.’
For thus says the Lord:
To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,
    who choose the things that please me
    and hold fast my covenant,
I will give, in my house and within my walls,
    a monument and a name
    better than sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting name
    that shall not be cut off.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
    to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
    and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
    and hold fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
    will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
    for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord God,
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
    besides those already gathered.
At the end:
Here ends the reading


Office Hymn
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto me and rest;
lay down, thou weary one, lay down
thy head upon my breast':
I came to Jesus as I was,
weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down and drink and live':
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'I am this dark world's light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
and all thy day be bright':
I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk
till travelling days are done.
Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)


The New Testament Reading
Colossians 1:24 – 2:7 
At the beginning: 
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Colossians
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within me.
For I want you to know how much I am struggling for you, and for those in Laodicea, and for all who have not seen me face to face. I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I am saying this so that no one may deceive you with plausible arguments. For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see your morale and the firmness of your faith in Christ.
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
At the end:
Here ends the reading


Collect of the Day 
O God, who, through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint Paul, hast caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout the world: Grant, we beseech thee, that we, having his wonderful conversion in remembrance, may shew forth our thankfulness unto thee for the same, by following the holy doctrine which he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Anthem
Rise up, arise and shine! (14-16 from Paulus) – Felix Mendelssohn
And as he journeyed he came near unto Damascus,
when suddenly there shone around him a light from Heaven: 
and he fell to the Earth: and heard a voice saying unto him:
Saul! Saul! Why persecutest thou me?
And he said: Lord! Who art thou?
And the Lord said to him: 
I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.
And he said, trembling and astonished: Lord what wilt thou have me to do?
The Lord said to him: Arise and go into the City, and there thou shalt be told what thou must do.
Rise! Up! Arise! Rise and shine, for thy light comes, 
and the glory of the Lord riseth bright upon thee.
Behold, now, total darkness covereth the kingdoms, gross darkness the People.
But upon thee riseth the mighty Lord; 
the glory of the Lord appeareth upon thee.
Rise! Up! Arise, rise and shine.
Sleepers, awake! A voice is calling.
It is the watchman on the walls. Thou City of Jerusalem! For lo! The Bridegroom comes!
Arise, and take your lamps! Hallelujah! Awake!
His kingdom is at hand! Go forth to meet your Lord!
Final Hymn  A collection will be taken during this hymn.  
We sing the glorious conquest
before Damascus' gate,
when Saul, the Church's spoiler,
came breathing threats and hate;
the ravening wolf rushed forward
full early to the prey;
but lo! the Shepherd met him,
and bound him fast to-day!
O glory most excelling
that smote across his path!
O light that pierced and blinded
the zealot in his wrath!
O voice that spake within him
the calm reproving word!
O love that sought and held him
the bondman of his Lord!
O Wisdom, ordering all things
in order strong and sweet,
what nobler spoil was ever
cast at the victor's feet?
what wiser master-builder
e'er wrought at thine employ,
than he, till now so furious
thy building to destroy?
Lord, teach thy Church the lesson,
still in her darkest hour
of weakness and of danger
to trust thy hidden power.
thy grace by ways mysterious
the wrath of man can bind,
and in thy boldest foeman
thy chosen saint can find!
John Ellerton (1826-93)
Organ Postlude
Prelude and Fugue on B-A-C-H – Franz Liszt
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church –during the collection in the service or by using our card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week
Monday 26 January
8.30am	Morning Prayer  
Tuesday 27 January Holocaust Memorial Day
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 28 January
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Thursday 29 January
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Sunday 1 February Candlemas
8.00am 	  Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am All Age Eucharist with baptisms
5.30pm 	  Abide, a reflective service with music from Taizé
Walk-In Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am to 12noon in the Frank Smith Room in the hall for a cuppa, company and a chat. 
Contact Us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn  
Curate:  Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk  020 8853 0687  
www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
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