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Sung Eucharist
Fifth Sunday of Lent
22 March 2026 
Welcome to our services of Holy Communion today. Revd Mark Hatcher, Associate Priest, is presiding and preaching at 8am and preaching at 10am. Simon Winn, Vicar, is presiding at 10am. Children’s Church is meeting in the Hall.
Readings
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8: 6-11
John 11: 1-45
Hymns
64 All ye who seek for sure relief
166 Lord, thy word abideth
In Christ alone (on page 7 of this sheet)
70 It is a thing most wonderful (omit verses 3 and 4)
Collect
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God
Psalm 130
De profundis
Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord : Lord, hear my voice.
2 O let thine ears consider well : the voice of my complaint.
3 If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss : O Lord, who may abide it?
4 For there is mercy with thee : therefore shalt thou be feared.
5 I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him : in his word is my trust.
6 My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch.
7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy : and with him is plenteous redemption.
8 And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins.


New Testament Reading 
Romans 8: 6-11
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
John 11: 1-45
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory be to thee, O Lord
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ 


Offertory Hymn
In Christ alone my hope is found,
he is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all,
here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save:
till on that cross as Jesus died,
the love of God was magnified -
for ev’ry sin on him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain;
then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory
sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am his and he is mine -
bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home,
here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand!
Words and Music: Stuart Townend (b. 1963) and Keith Getty
Today’s Music
Mass setting 
Communion Service in the Phrygian Mode – Charles Wood 
Anthem
In spiritu humilitatis - Giovanni Croce
In spiritu humilitatis et in animo contrito 
suscipiamur ad te, Domine: 
et sic fiat sacrificium nostrum in conspectu tuo hodie 
ut placeat tibi, Domine Deus
In the spirit of humility and in a contrite heart 
may we be accepted to thee, O Lord, 
and let it thus be done in our sacrifice in thy sight this day that it might please you, O Lord God
Communion 
Agnus Dei from Communion Service in the Phrygian Mode – Charles Wood
Ave verum – Flor Peeters
Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: 
vere  passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: 
cuius latus perforatum, unda fluxit et sanguine: 
esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 
O Jesu dulcis, o Jesu  pie, o Jesu  Fili  Mariae, miserere mei.  Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk107479003]Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary, 
which truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross for mankind. 
Its side was pierced, and flowed with water and with blood. 
Be for us a foretaste in the final struggle of death. 
Sweet Jesus, merciful Jesus, Son of Mary, have mercy upon me.  Amen. 
Medieval Latin hymn
Organ Postlude 
Toccata Tertia – Girolamo Frescobaldi

Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Ian Clark, Helen Delap, Dan Delap, Delroy Donegal, Lesley Hodsdon, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Jim Odell, Nicola Orme, Hayley Ryder-McGarity, Jessica Springbett, Jean Smith, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently, including Dylan Bozek, David Donaghy, Christopher Follett, Roger Matthews, Doreen McAree, and Richard Pulkowski. We also remember Thomas Hills and Iris Clifford on their year’s minds. We ask God’s blessing and comfort on all mourning the loss of loved ones.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 

Clocks change next Sunday
Please note that British Summer Time begins in the early hours of Sunday 29 March. The clocks go forward by one hour.
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Services for Holy Week and Easter 
Palm Sunday 29 March
(British Summer Time starts)
8am         Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Palms and Procession and Reading of the Passion Narrative of St Matthew
4pm	Choral Evensong
Monday 30 March, Tuesday 31 March and
Wednesday 1 April
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Monday 30 March
8pm 	Night Prayer (Compline) A short service in St Alfege Chapel
Maundy Thursday 2 April
8pm  	Sung Eucharist. In Church with Washing of Feet, Stripping of the Sanctuary, and Watch until Midnight.
Good Friday 3 April 
10am 	Family Service. In Church. Followed by hot cross buns and refreshments.
12 noon 	Liturgy of the Cross. At the Old Royal Naval College Chapel. Followed by Procession with Cross to St Alfege Church.
2pm   	Good Friday Worship at the Cross. Readings, reflections, music by our choir, hymns and silence. Led by our clergy and lay ministers. Finishes around 3.15pm. 
Holy Saturday 4 April
8pm 	Easter Vigil service. With kindling of the Easter fire and lighting of the Paschal Candle. Celebratory drink afterwards. 
Easter Sunday 5 April 
8am 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	All Age Sung Eucharist with Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Easter Egg Hunt

Choral Evensong next Sunday
Please join us for Choral Evensong next Sunday, 29 March, at 4pm. The service will be led by Revd Simon Winn Vicar. The St Alfege Choir will be led by Joshua Ryan, Director of Music.  Ben Banks is the Organist. With music by Felix Mendelssohn, Thomas Weelkes, Orland Gibbons and William Byrd. The readings and music will reflect the start of Holy Week.


Services this Week
	Sunday 22 March Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8.00am 		    Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am 	    Sung Eucharist and Children’s Church
Monday 23 March
8.30am	       Morning Prayer  
Tuesday 24 March
8.30am	       Morning Prayer
Wednesday 25 March 
8.30am		Morning Prayer
Thursday 26 March
8.00am		Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Sunday 29 March Palm Sunday
(British Summer Time starts)
8.00am 		     Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am 	Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Palms and Procession and Reading of the Passion Narrative of St Matthew.
4pm	        Choral Evensong
Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen  Lead Safeguarding Officer  	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses   Safeguarding Officer  		07889 396 671
Irene Bishop	    Safeguarding Officer		020 8698 2658
safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
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