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Parish Eucharist
Sunday 29 March 2026
at 10am
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Palm Sunday  
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Welcome to our worship today as we begin the journey of
Holy Week together.
Our service is led by Revd Simon Winn, Vicar who is also preaching. Members of our Children’s Church will be reading the Passion narrative according to Matthew. 
You will find everything you need for the service in this booklet.
St Alfege Choir is directed by Director of Music Joshua Ryan with Assistant Organist Ben Banks. 
During the service we will take a collection to support the life and mission of our church. You can also use the card readers at the west and north doors for electronic payments.
You can also pay online using the following details:  PCC of St Alfege, Greenwich Sort Code: 60-09-16 Account number: 25249304. Please also note that if you are a UK tax payer the church can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation therefore, if eligible and if you are setting up a standing order, please request a Gift Aid declaration form from the church office: office@st-alfege.org.uk.You can also use this QR Code: 
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Please join us in the Hall after the service for refreshments. 



Our service begins outside where we gather with our palm branches.  
[bookmark: _ux7fk4aj7bxv]Gathering and Welcome
Revd Simon says 
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!  (Matthew 21: 9)
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Revd Simon welcomes us with these or similar words.
Sisters and brothers in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection.
Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout the world.
Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die and to rise again.
Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life.
Introit
Ingrediente Domino – George Malcolm
As our Lord entered the holy city,
Hebrew children, declaring the resurrection of life with palm branches, cried out:
Hosanna in the highest.
When people heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 
they went forth to meet Him.
With palm branches they cried out:
Hosanna in the highest.
The Gospel of the Palms:  Matthew 21: 1-11  
Read by David McEvoy, Reader
The Gospel reader says:
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
We all say: Glory to you, O Lord.
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
    humble, and mounted on a donkey,
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
After the reading, the Gospel reader says:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. 
The Blessing of the Palm Crosses
We hold up our palm crosses and branches as this prayer is said:
God our Saviour, your Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die. Let these palms be for us signs of his victory; and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Let us go forth, praising our Messiah 
We hold our palms high as did the crowd who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem, and led by the Choir and Servers, we sing the processional hymn, during which we enter church through the west door. If you need step-free access, please use the north door. 
Processional Hymn    
All glory, laud, and honour
To thee, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring.
Thou art the King of Israel,
Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest,
The King and Blessed One.
All glory, laud, and honour …
The company of angels
Are praising thee on high,
And mortal men and all things
created make reply.
All glory, laud, and honour …

The people of the Hebrews
With palms before thee went;
Our praise and love and anthems
Before thee we present.
All glory, laud, and honour …
To thee, before thy passion,
They sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted,
Our melody we raise.
All glory, laud, and honour …
Thou didst accept their praises;
Accept the love we bring,
Who in all good delightest,
Thou good and gracious King.
All glory, laud, and honour …

 Words: 9th century Latin hymn. Tr. JM Neale 1818–1866
Tune: St Theodulph
We take our places in church and Revd Simon prays:
The Collect 
(the Church’s special prayer for the day)
True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowds as Messiah, 
grant us the faith to know and love you, 
that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross 
which is the path of glory. Amen. 


We sit for 

Old Testament Reading  		
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
read by Arno Levin  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord God has given me
    the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
    the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
    wakens my ear
    to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
    and I was not rebellious,
    I did not turn backwards.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
    from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
    therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
    he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
    Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
    Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
    who will declare me guilty?
At the end the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Short Address 			
Revd Simon Winn, Vicar
Choir anthem
Hosanna to the Son of David - Gibbons
Hosanna to the Son of David: 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the King of Israel; 
blessed be the Kingdom that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
peace in heaven, and glory in the highest places; 
Hosanna in the highest heavens. 
From Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19
We remain seated for the Reading of the Passion
Reading of the Passion according to Matthew
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66

You can find this in the separate booklet. In this dramatized reading individual roles are taken by our children and young people. 
The whole congregation is invited to take the parts of the disciples, crowd and soldiers (text in bold).
The Passion is announced:
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
At the end of the reading:
This is the Passion of the Lord.
We sit or kneel for 
Prayers of Intercession     
led by Revd Simon
The response to ‘Let us pray to the Lord’ is  Lord have mercy
At the end of the prayers we say together twice the ancient prayer:

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us.
The Peace                          
Revd Simon says:
Once we were far off,
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.						Ephesians 2:13,14

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace.
We remain standing to sing the Offertory Hymn. A collection will be taken during the hymn to support the mission and ministry of St Alfege Church.  You may also give at the end of the service using the contactless card readers at the west and north doors.  If you are a UK taxpayer, please complete a gift aid envelope with your donation.
Offertory Hymn
My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I,
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh, and die?
He came from his blest throne,
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know.
But O, my Friend, 
my Friend indeed, 
who at my need
his life did spend!
Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
hosannas to their King.
Then ‘Crucify!’
is all their breath,
and for his death
they thirst and cry. 
They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful he
to suffering goes,
that he his foes
from thence might free.
Here might I stay and sing:
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine!
This is my Friend,
in whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend. 
Words: Samuel Crossman (1624–1683),  Music: Love Unknown
The Preparation of the Bread and Wine
The Bread and Wine and the Collection are brought to the Altar by members of the congregation.
Revd Simon prays:
Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live,
let us share your death and passion:
make us perfect in your love.  Amen
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and singing:

The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus
from Communion Service in G by Francis Jackson
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the Highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.


When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory. 
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Peter, St Alfege and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. 
Amen.


The Lord's Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
The choir sings Agnus Dei from Communion Service in G – Francis Jackson
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

The Invitation to Communion
Revd Simon says
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.
The Giving of Communion
Everyone is invited to come to the front to receive the sacrament or a blessing, after which we reply Amen.
If you would like to receive a blessing rather than communion, please bow your head. We are offering communion in both kinds, the bread (wafer) and the wine (in the cup or chalice). If you would prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice/cup please bow your head or simply leave the altar rail after receiving the wafer. Please do not intinct (dip) your wafer in the chalice. Please return to your seats via the side chapels. If you need communion brought to you, please let a welcomer know. If you need a gluten free wafer please let a welcomer know.


Communion Anthem
The choir will sing the following anthem during the administration of Holy Communion:
Sancte Deus – Thomas Tallis
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy and Immortal One, 
have mercy upon us. 
Now, O Christ, we ask thee, we beseech thee, have mercy. 
Thou who came to redeem the lost, do not condemn the redeemed: 
For by thy cross thou hast redeemed the world. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Revd Simon says: 
Christ became obedient to death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2: 8)      
and then we join in praying:
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen  
Notices


We stand to sing
Final Hymn 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry:
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road
with palms and scattered garment strowed.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin
o’er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The winged squadrons of the sky
look down with sad and wondering eyes
to see the approaching sacrifice.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The last and fiercest strife is nigh:
the Father on his sapphire throne
awaits his own anointed Son.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
bow thy meek head to mortal pain,
then take, O God, thy power, and reign.
Words: HH Millman 1791-1868  Music: Winchester New


The Dismissal
Revd Simon prays a seasonal blessing:
Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
+ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
An organ voluntary is played as the choir, servers and clergy depart. You are welcome to remain to listen or leave quietly.
Organ postlude
Prelude on Winchester New – Alan Bullard
Please come to the hall across the green for tea and coffee after the service.
If you would like to pray with someone in confidence after the service, one of our clergy or a lay minister will be available in the South Chapel. You are welcome to ask for prayer for wholeness and healing, personal circumstances, or anything else that is on your heart. The St Alfege Chapel is available for private prayer and lighting candles.


Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Ian Clark, Helen Delap, Dan Delap, Delroy Donegal, Lesley Hodsdon, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Jim Odell, Nicola Orme, Hayley Ryder-McGarity, Jessica Springbett, Jean Smith, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently, including Dylan Bozek, David Donaghy, Christopher Follett, Roger Matthews, Doreen McAree, and Richard Pulkowski. We ask God’s blessing and comfort on all mourning the loss of loved ones.
To include names of loved ones on the prayer list, please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com
Lilies for loved ones 
We will have lilies on the altar on Easter Day, Sunday 5 April. If you would like to donate the cost of a lily in memory of a loved one, please complete a yellow form on the welcome desk and hand it to a welcomer with your payment. Each lily will cost £3. You can also pay by electronic card reader (at the north and west doors). Please do this immediately after the service today.
Find out more
You can find details of our regular services and our Church on our website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk
020 8853 0687  www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen  Lead Safeguarding Officer  	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses   Safeguarding Officer  		07889 396 671
Irene Bishop	    Safeguarding Officer		020 8698 2658
safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk



Holy Week and Easter at St Alfege
Today, Palm Sunday 29 March
8am         Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Palms and Procession and Reading of the Passion Narrative of St Matthew
4pm	Choral Evensong
Monday 30 March, Tuesday 31 March and
Wednesday 1 April
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Monday 30 March
8pm 	Night Prayer (Compline) A short service in St Alfege Chapel
Maundy Thursday 2 April
8pm  	Sung Eucharist. In Church with Washing of Feet, Stripping of the Sanctuary, and Watch until Midnight.
Good Friday 3 April 
10am 	Family Service. In Church. Followed by hot cross buns and refreshments.
12 noon 	Liturgy of the Cross. At the Old Royal Naval College Chapel. Followed by Procession with Cross to St Alfege Church.
2pm   	Good Friday Worship at the Cross. Readings, reflections, music by our choir, hymns and silence. Led by our clergy and lay ministers. Finishes around 3.15pm. 
Holy Saturday 4 April
8pm 	Easter Vigil service. With kindling of the Easter fire and lighting of the Paschal Candle. Celebratory drink afterwards. 
Easter Sunday 5 April 
8am 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	All Age Sung Eucharist with Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Easter Egg Hunt
Please take this service sheet home with you
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