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Sung Eucharist 

[image: A black and white drawing of a person on a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Easter Sunday
5 April 2026
at 10am

A very warm welcome to our worship this joyful Easter Day as we celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You will find everything you need for the service in this booklet.
Last night at our Easter Vigil service our Easter candle for this year was blessed, lit and brought into church – it remains a focus for our worship throughout the season of Easter.
Our Easter garden at the foot of the cross has been created by the Wood family.    
Revd Mark Hatcher, Honorary Associatre Priest is presiding and Revd Simon Winn, Vicar is preaching this morning.  
Baptised members of any Christian church are welcome to receive Communion, and anyone is welcome to come forward at the same time for a blessing. This is a time for prayer and reflection and we ask that you observe stillness and quiet throughout its administration. 
St Alfege Choir is directed by Director of Music Joshua Ryan with Assistant Organist Ben Banks.
The Mass setting is: Messe by Charles-Marie Widor
If you are not familiar with the Anglican tradition, please relax and let the community carry you in worship. 
Please join us in the Hall after the service for refreshments.

The Clergy and Churchwardens of St Alfege Church wish you a joyful and blessed Easter!

The Collection
The collection, taken during the Offertory Hymn, is for the  Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call appeal, this year raising funds for projects that help children and young people recover from trauma and which encourage their mental wellbeing. We are supporting this work in the Diocese of Jerusalem, in our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and in our diocese through the Welcare CapeAbility Schools programme working with children in school years 3–5 (aged 7-10) You can place your offering in the bags passed round or use one of our electronic card readers located at the West or North doors. Please do complete a gift aid envelope if you are eligible. Alternatively, you may give via the Diocese’s website https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/events/lent-call/how-to-give/
Giving
You can contribute to the work and worship of St Alfege Church by using the contactless card reader (beside the north door). If you are a UK taxpayer the charity can claim 25% Gift Aid in addition to your donation. Please do complete a Gift Aid envelope and put your donation in it. We would also ask you to consider setting up a regular standing order to St Alfege Church. Account: PCC of St Alfege, Greenwich. Sort Code: 60-09-16 Account number: 25249304.
Keep in touch/find out more
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn  
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave) 
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk  020 8853 0687       
Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk



Gathering and Welcome
Introit
We stand as the choir sings the Introit 
Alleluia. Christus surrexit – Felice Anerio
Alleluia, Christus surrexit a mortui 
primitiae dormientium.
Alleluia. Quoniam per hominem mors 
et per hominem resurrectio mortuorum.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia. Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Alleluia. For since death came through man, 
the resurrection of the dead came also through man.
Alleluia, alleluia.
As the choir clergy, Readers and servers enter, we sing the hymn  
Hymn  
The day of resurrection! 
earth, tell it out abroad;
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God;
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky,
our Christ hath brought us over, 
with hymns of victory.


Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light;
and listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain.
Now let the heavens be joyful,
let earth her song begin,
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein;
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes in gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that hath no end.
Words: St John of Damascus d. c. 754
Tr. J. M. Neale 1818-1866
Music: Ellacombe

We remain standing
Revd Mark welcomes us and says 
The Easter Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has given us new life and hope 
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own 
and made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Prayers of Penitence 
In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in newness of life. Let us receive new life in him as we call to mind and confess our sins in penitence and faith. cf Romans 6:4 
Like Mary at the empty tomb,
We fail to grasp the wonder of your presence
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Revd Mark prays
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.


Gloria in Excelsis
The Choir sings the Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father. 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.
Revd Mark prays
The Collect
(the Church’s special prayer for the day)
God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell:  fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned, and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.


We sit for 
First Reading	
Acts 10: 34-43   Read by Frances Shaw
A reading from the Book of Acts
Then Peter began to speak to the crowd: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
At the end the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 118: 1-2,14-24 
Confitemini Domino
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious : because his mercy endureth for ever.
2 Let Israel now confess that he is gracious : and that his mercy endureth for ever.
14 The Lord is my strength, and my song : and is become my salvation.
15 The voice of joy and health is in the dwellings of the righteous : the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.
16 The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence : the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.
17 I shall not die, but live : and declare the works of the Lord.
18 The Lord hath chastened and corrected me : but he hath not given me over unto death.
19 Open me the gates of righteousness : that I may go into them, and give thanks unto the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord : the righteous shall enter into it.
21 I will thank thee, for thou hast heard me : and art become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders refused : is become the head-stone in the corner.
23 This is the Lord's doing : and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day which the Lord hath made : we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Second Reading	
Colossians 3: 1-4         Read by Arno Levin
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
At the end the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
We stand to sing the Gradual Hymn    
The Gradual Hymn
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.
For Judah's Lion bursts his chains,
crushing the serpent's head;
and cries aloud through death's domains,
to wake the imprisoned dead.
Devouring depths of hell their prey
at his command restore;
his ransomed hosts pursue their way
where Jesus goes before.
Triumphant in his glory now
to him all power is given;
to him in one communion bow
all saints in earth and heaven.
While we his soldiers praise our King,
his mercy we implore,
within his palace bright to bring
and keep us evermore.
All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.
Alleluia! Amen.
Words: Fulbert of Chartres (d.1028) tr. R. Campbell (1814-68). Melody: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876)
Gospel
When the Gospel is announced, the congregation follows the choir in singing:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia.  
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 20: 1-18  Read by Revd Simon Winn
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.


But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
At the end of the Gospel:
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sermon
Revd Simon Winn, Vicar 
We stand


Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Revd Mark goes to the font, pours in water and prays: 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that through the waters 
of baptism you cleanse us, renew us by your Spirit and
raise us to new life. In the new covenant we are made members of your Church and share in your eternal kingdom. Through your Holy Spirit, fulfil once more your promises in this water of rebirth, set apart in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
As we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead,  we remember that through the Paschal Mystery we have died and been buried with him in Baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life within the family of his Church.  Now that we have completed our observance of Lent, we reaffirm the promises made at our Baptism, our allegiance to Christ, and our rejection of all that is evil.
Therefore I ask these questions.
Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ
Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.
Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father who made the world?
I believe and trust in Him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature upon him, died for us, and rose again?
I believe and trust in him.


Do you believe and trust in His Holy Spirit who gives
life to the people of God and makes Christ known
in the world?
I believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Almighty God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptised in your name.  
Keep us faithful to our baptism 
and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   
Amen.
We sit as the choir sings the Anthem and we are sprinkled with water as a reminder of our baptism.
Anthem
Dum transisset sabbatum – John Taverner
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought sweet spices that they might come and anoint Jesus. Alleluia. 
And very early in the morning on the first day after the Sabbath they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
Mark 16: 1-2


Prayers of Intercession
Led by David McEvoy
The response to ‘Risen Lord Jesus’ is 
Hear our prayer 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
We stand
The Peace
Revd Mark says: 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
And also with you. Alleluia!
We offer each other a sign of peace and Easter greetings.
We sing the Offertory Hymn during which a collection is taken for the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Appeal supporting projects in Southwark and in our companion dioceses in Zimbabwe and Jerusalem. You can place your offering in the bags passed round or use one of our electronic card readers located at the West or North doors. Please do complete a gift aid envelope if you are eligible. Alternatively you may give via the Diocese’s website https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/events/lent-call/how-to-give/
Offertory Hymn
Alleluia! Alleluia!
hearts to heaven and voices raise;
sing to God a hymn of gladness,
sing to God a hymn of praise:
he who on the cross a victim
for the world's salvation bled,
Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
now is risen from the dead.
Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits
of the holy harvest field,
which will all its full abundance
at his second coming yield;
then the golden ears of harvest
will their heads before him wave,
ripened by his glorious sunshine,
from the furrows of the grave.
Christ is risen, we are risen;
shed upon us heavenly grace,
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory
from the brightness of thy face;
that we, with our hearts in heaven,
here on earth may fruitful be,
and by angel-hands be gathered,
and be ever, Lord, with thee.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glory be to God on high;
Alleluia to the Saviour,
who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,
fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
to the Triune Majesty.
Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-85)
Melody: Arthur Seymour Sullivan (1842 -1900)
The Preparation of the Bread and Wine
The Bread and Wine and the Collection are brought to the Altar by members of the congregation.
Revd Mark prays:
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
And now we give you thanks 
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
the long reign of sin is ended,
a broken world is being renewed 
and humanity is once again made whole.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and singing:
The choir sings the Sanctus:
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest
Please sit
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Peter, 
St Alfege and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. 
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
The Invitation to Communion
Revd Mark says
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.
The Giving of Communion
Everyone is invited to come forward to receive the sacrament  or a blessing, after which we reply ‘Amen’. There are four stations at the front of church – please be guided by the welcomers.  
If you would like to receive a blessing rather than communion, please bow your head. We are offering communion in both kinds, the bread (wafer) and the wine (in the cup or chalice). If you would prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice/cup please bow your head or simply return to your seat after receiving the wafer. Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the chalice). If you need communion brought to you, please let a welcomer know. If you need a gluten free wafer please advise the minister distributing communion.
During the distribution of communion the choir sings the 
Agnus Dei
O Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.


O Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.
O Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace.

Prayer after Communion
We pray together:
God of truth, we have seen with our eyes  
and touched with our hands the bread of life.
Strengthen our faith that we may grow in love for you 
and for each other; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.  Amen. 
Notices, Blessing of Easter Garden and Easter Egg Hunt
We stand
Hymn
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.


Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death has lost its sting:
Thine be the glory ...
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is naught without thee:  aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932) tr. R.B. Hoyle (1875-1939)
Melody: George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
Blessing 
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
Dismissal 
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Organ Voluntary
An organ voluntary is played as the choir, servers and clergy depart. You are welcome to remain to listen or leave quietly.
Paraphase on a chorus from Judas Maccabaeus – Alexandre Guilmant

Please come to the Hall across the Green for tea and coffee and refreshments after the service.
If you would like to pray with someone in confidence after the service, one of our clergy or a lay minister will be available in the South Chapel. You are welcome to ask for prayer for wholeness and healing, personal circumstances, or anything else that is on your heart. The St Alfege Chapel is available for private prayer and lighting candles. 

Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Ian Clark, Helen Delap, Dan Delap, Delroy Donegal, Lesley Hodsdon, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Jim Odell, Nicola Orme, Jessica Springbett, Jean Smith, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently, including Dylan Bozek, David Donaghy, Christopher Follett, Roger Matthews, Doreen McAree, and Richard Pulkowski. We remember Sally Karenza Marnham on her year’s mind. We also remember those in whose memory lilies have been dedicated.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this Week
Today, 5 April Easter Sunday
There is no ‘Abide’ evening service today
Monday 6 April Easter Monday
Please note that there is no Morning Prayer on Easter Monday
Tuesday 7 April
8.30am	       Morning Prayer
Wednesday 8 April
8.30am		Morning Prayer
Thursday 9 April
8.00am		Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Sunday 12 April Second Sunday of Easter
8.00am 		     Holy Communion (Said) (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am 	     Parish Eucharist (no choir)
Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Other Regular Sunday Services 
Abide  
A reflective service with readings, prayers, music and meditation. On the first Sunday of every month at 5.30pm. 
Choral Evensong 
The last Sunday of every month at 4pm  
Lilies for loved ones 
The lilies in memory of loved ones have been placed on the altar. Please take the leaflet with the names of those remembered. 
Material used in this service comes from Common Worship and Common Worship: Times and Seasons © The Archbishops’ Council, 2000  
Please take this service sheet home with you
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