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Holy Communion
Sixth Sunday after Trinity
12 July 2026 
Welcome to our service of Holy Communion at 8am. Revd Dr Robert Tobin is presiding and preaching. 
Readings
Isaiah 55: 10-13
Romans 8: 1-11
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
Collect
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading
The lesson is written in the fifty fifth chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah, beginning at the tenth verse.
Isaiah 55: 10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
    and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
    shall burst into song,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
Here endeth the Lesson
Thanks be to God
Second Reading
The Epistle is written in the eighth chapter of the letter of St Paul to the Romans, beginning at the first verse.
Romans 8: 1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Here endeth the Lesson
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23     
The holy Gospel is written in the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, beginning at the first verse.
Glory be to thee, O Lord 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’
Jesus said,‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ 
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Prayers for the week
We pray for those being admitted to Communion today: Chidimma Aganya, Alba de Champchesnel, Morolake Konu-Oladunjoye, Tobias Menon, Tamilore Odusola, and Ethan Vivor. 
We pray for those in need: Bill Essex, William Higginson, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Marion Kokott, James Markham, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Nicola Orme, Jean Smith, Geoff Staden, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently: George Bancroft, Delroy Donegal, Chris Hanson-Abbott, Mary Kinnison, Luis Segui Gimeno, and Pontso Monareng. We also remember William Sharp on his year’s mind. We ask God’s comfort on all who are mourning the loss of loved ones.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy 
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214957259]Services this week 
Sunday 12 July Sixth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am             Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am	           All Age Eucharist with Admission to Communion
Monday 13 July
8.30am		Morning Prayer 
Tuesday 14 July
8.30am		Morning Prayer
Wednesday 15 July
8.30am 		Morning Prayer
Thursday 16 July
8.00am		Holy Communion
Sunday 19 July Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am              Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am	            Sung Eucharist. 
Walk-in Wednesdays  Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
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