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Holy Communion
Eighth Sunday after Trinity
26 July 2026  at 8am
Welcome to our service of Holy Communion at 8am. Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, is presiding and Richard Mash, Reader, is preaching. 
Readings
Romans 8: 26-39
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
Collect
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading
Romans 8: 26-39
The First Reading is written in the eighth chapter of the letter of St Paul to the Romans, beginning at the twenty-sixth verse.
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Here endeth the Lesson
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
The holy Gospel is written in the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, beginning at the thirty-first verse.
Glory be to thee, O Lord 
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ 
[bookmark: _Hlk214957259]Prayers for the week
We pray for Laura Navick and baby Delphina Dalton who are being baptized today and we give thanks for the birth of Matilda Belton-King. We continue to pray for Christopher, Bishop of Southwark, as he prepares for retirement, giving thanks for his dedication and service.
We pray for those in need: Bill Essex, William Higginson, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Marion Kokott, James Markham, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Nicola Orme, José Peixoto, Jean Smith, Mary Snell, Geoff Staden, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently: Chris Hanson-Abbott, Luis Segui Gimeno, Roderick Johnson, Pontso Monareng and John Yeomans. We also remember Judy Winn, Frank Smith and John Greenacre on their year’s minds. We ask God’s comfort on all mourning the loss of loved ones.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy 
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Choral Evensong today
Please join us for Choral Evensong at 4pm today. Led by Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, with music by Widor, Bruckner, Trendell, Blair and S.S. Wesley.

Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week 
Sunday 26 July Eighth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am	 All Age Eucharist with Baptisms & Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
4.00pm   Choral Evensong
Monday 27 July
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
Tuesday 28 July
8.30am    Morning Prayer
Wednesday 29 July
8.30am    Morning Prayer
11.00       Funeral of Chris Hanson-Abbott
Thursday 30 July
8.00am    Holy Communion
Sunday 2 August Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
10.00am	   Parish Eucharist. 
2.30pm     Baptism
Walk-in Wednesdays  Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall.
Services in August 2026
From Sunday 2 August we follow our Summer pattern of services with a Parish Eucharist at 10am.  
Children’s Church and the Choir are on holiday, returning on Sunday 6 September. 
There is no 8am Holy Communion service on Sundays or Thursdays. 
There is no Abide service on Sunday 2 August. 
The Bellringers hold a Ringers’ Evensong service at 4pm on Sunday 30 August.
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