







 
 
 


 



 





Choral Evensong
Eighth Sunday after Trinity
26 July 2026 at 4pm
A warm welcome to our service of Choral Evensong led by Revd Simon Winn, Vicar.
The choir of St Alfege Church is directed by Joshua Ryan and the organist is Ben Banks.
You can follow the service in the blue Choral Evensong booklet. This insert has details of the music and readings. You can also find the hymns in this service sheet. 
The Preces and Responses are by David Trendell. 
The Canticles are from Hugh Blair’s  Evening Service in B minor
Organ Prelude
Adagio from Symphony No. 6 Op. 42 No.2  –
Charles-Marie Widor
Introit
[bookmark: _Hlk67562398]Locus Iste – Anton Brückner
Locus iste a Deo factus est
Inaestimabile sacramentum
Irreprehensibilis est.
This place was made by God
An inestimable mystery
It is irreproachable.
From Genesis 28: 17

Psalm 75
Confitebimur tibi
Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks : yea, unto thee do we give thanks.
2 Thy Name also is so nigh : and that do thy wondrous works declare.
3 When I receive the congregation : I shall judge according unto right.
4 The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters thereof : I bear up the pillars of it.
5 I said unto the fools, Deal not so madly : and to the ungodly, Set not up your horn.
6 Set not up your horn on high : and speak not with a stiff neck.
7 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west : nor yet from the south.
8 And why? God is the Judge : he putteth down one, and setteth up another.
9 For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red : it is full mixed, and he poureth out of the same.
10 As for the dregs thereof : all the ungodly of the earth shall drink them, and suck them out.
11 But I will talk of the God of Jacob : and praise him for ever.
12 All the horns of the ungodly also will I break : and the horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 
The Old Testament Reading
1 Kings 6: 11-14, 23-38
At the beginning:
A reading from the Book of Kings
Now the word of the Lord came to Solomon, ‘Concerning this house that you are building, if you will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my commandments by walking in them, then I will establish my promise with you, which I made to your father David. I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.’
So Solomon built the house, and finished it.
In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high. Five cubits was the length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim had the same measure and the same form. The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the other cherub. He put the cherubim in the innermost part of the house; the wings of the cherubim were spread out so that a wing of one was touching one wall, and a wing of the other cherub was touching the other wall; their other wings towards the centre of the house were touching wing to wing. He also overlaid the cherubim with gold.
He carved the walls of the house all round about with carved engravings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. The floor of the house he overlaid with gold, in the inner and outer rooms.
For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the two doors of olive wood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers; he overlaid them with gold, and spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.
So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olive wood, each four-sided, and two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding. He carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, overlaying them with gold evenly applied upon the carved work. He built the inner court with three courses of dressed stone to one course of cedar beams.
In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, in the month of Ziv. In the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He was seven years in building it.
At the end:
Here ends the reading


Office Hymn
Lord, thy word abideth,
and our footsteps guideth;
who its truth believeth
light and joy receiveth.
When our foes are near us,
then thy word doth cheer us,
word of consolation,
message of salvation.
When the storms are o'er us,
and dark clouds before us,
then its light directeth,
and our way protecteth.
Who can tell the pleasure,
who recount the treasure
by thy word imparted
to the simple-hearted?
Word of mercy, giving
succour to the living;
word of life, supplying
comfort to the dying.
O that we discerning
its most holy learning,
Lord, may love and fear thee,
evermore be near thee.
Adapted from a German Medieval Melody by W.H. Monk (1823-89) 
Words: H.W. Baker (1821-77)


The New Testament Reading
Acts 12: 1-17
At the beginning: 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.
The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’
As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. When he knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate. They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’ But she insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It is his angel.’ Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. He motioned to them with his hand to be silent, and described for them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’ Then he left and went to another place.
At the end:
Here ends the reading 
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth; We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Anthem
Ascribe unto the Lord – S.S. Wesley
Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people : ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name.
Let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King : and that he shall judge the people righteously.
Let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Sing to the Lord, and praise his Name : be telling of his salvation from day to day, and his wonders unto all people.
As for the gods of the heathen, they are but idols.
Their idols are silver and gold : even the work of men's hands.
They have mouths, and speak not : eyes have they, and see not.
They have ears, and hear not : noses have they, and smell not.
They have hands, and handle not; feet have they, and walk not : neither speak they through their throat.
They that make them are like unto them : and so are all such as put their trust in them. 
As for our God, he is in heaven : he hath done whatsoever 
pleased him.
The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us : he shall bless the house of Israel, he shall bless the house of Aaron.
He shall bless them that fear the Lord : both small and great.
Ye are the blessed of the Lord : you and your children.
Ye are the blessed of the Lord : who made heaven and earth.
From Psalms 96 and 115

Final Hymn  A collection will be taken during this hymn.  
Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,
binding all the church in one;
holy Sion's help for ever,
and her confidence alone.
All that dedicated city,
dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody;
God the One-in-Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.
To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy servants as they pray,
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls alway.
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee to gain,
what they gain from thee forever
with the blessed to retain,
and hereafter in thy glory
evermore with thee to reign.
Laud and honour to the Father,
laud and honour to the Son,
laud and honour to the Spirit,
ever three, and ever one,
one in might and one in glory,
while unending ages run. Amen.
Organ Postlude
Finale from Symphony No. 6 Op. 42 No.2  – 
Charles-Marie Widor
Contact Us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn  
Curate:  Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk  020 8853 0687  
www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church –during the collection in the service or by using our card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. 
Services this week 
Monday 27 July
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
Tuesday 28 July
8.30am    Morning Prayer
Wednesday 29 July
8.30am    Morning Prayer
11.00       Funeral of Chris Hanson-Abbott
Thursday 30 July
8.00am    Holy Communion
Sunday 2 August Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
10.00am	   Parish Eucharist. 
2.30pm     Baptism
Walk-in Wednesdays  
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall.
Services in August 2026
From Sunday 2 August we follow our Summer pattern of services with a Parish Eucharist at 10am.  
Children’s Church and the Choir are on holiday, returning on Sunday 6 September. 
There is no 8am Holy Communion service on Sundays or Thursdays. 
There is no Abide service on Sunday 2 August. 
The Bellringers hold an Evensong service at 4pm, Sunday 30 August.
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