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Parish Eucharist
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
16 August 2026 at 10am
Welcome to our service of Holy Communion. Revd Simon Winn, Vicar, is presiding and preaching. The Choir and Children’s Church are on holiday. We will follow the summer order of service which includes saying the Psalm responsorially and singing Schubert’s German Mass. We welcome David Chan as organist today. Refreshments after the service are at the Vicarage, 33 Park Vista, SE10 9LZ.
Readings
Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: 10-28
Hymns
179 God of mercy, God of grace
376 In Christ there is no east or west
And can it be (on page 5 of this sheet) 
365 God is love, let heaven adore him (Tune: Abbots Leigh)
Collect
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Prayer after Communion
Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First Reading
Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord:
    Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
    and my deliverance be revealed.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
    to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
    and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
    and hold fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
    will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
    for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord God,
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
    besides those already gathered. 
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God
Psalm 67
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you.
1    God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make his face to shine upon us,
2    That your way may be known upon earth,  
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you
3    Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you.
4    O let the nations rejoice and be glad,  
for you will judge the peoples righteously
    and govern the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you.
6    Then shall the earth bring forth her increase,  
and God, our own God, will bless us.
7    God will bless us,  
and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you.
Second Reading
Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God 
Gospel Reading
Matthew 15: 10-28
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory be to thee, O Lord
Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ Then he said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ
Offertory Hymn
And can it be that I should gain
an int'rest in the Saviour's blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldest die for me?
'Tis myst'ery all! th'Immortal dies;
who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine!
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds enquire no more. 
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds enquire no more. 
He left his Father's throne above
so free, so infinite his grace;
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam's helpless race;
'tis mercy all, immense and free;
for, O my God, it found out me.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
for, O my God, it found out me.
Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature's night;
thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
my chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.
my chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,
and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach the eternal throne,
and claim the crown, through Christ my own,
bold I approach the eternal throne,
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Melody: Thomas Campbell (1824-1876)
Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Gilli Frewer, Fr Giles Harcourt, William Higginson, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Marion Kokott, James Markham, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Nicola Orme, Jean Smith, Geoff Staden, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. We also pray for Nicole Odafe-Owczarek on the loss of her baby Miracle. 
We remember those who have died recently including Peter Marchetti, Doll Parsons, Mary Snell and John Yeomans. We also remember Nigel Perks on his year’s mind. We ask God’s comfort on all who are mourning the loss of loved ones.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 


Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214957259]Services in August 2026
We continue to follow our Summer pattern of services with a Parish Eucharist on Sundays at 10am. 
Children’s Church and the Choir are on holiday, returning on Sunday 6 September. 
There is no 8am Holy Communion service on Sundays or Thursdays.
There is no Abide service on Sunday 2 August. 
The Bellringers hold a Ringers’ Evensong service at 4pm on Sunday 30 August.



Services this week 
Sunday 16 August Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
10am 	Parish Eucharist
All are invited for refreshments at the Vicarage, 33 Park Vista, after the service.  
Monday 17 August
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Tuesday 18 August
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 19 August
8.30am	Morning Prayer
12.00pm Funeral of Doll Parsons
Sunday 23 August Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
10am 	Parish Eucharist 

Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen  Lead Safeguarding Officer  	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses   Safeguarding Officer  		07889 396 671
Irene Bishop	    Safeguarding Officer		020 8698 2658
safeguarding@     st-alfege.org.uk
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