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Parish Eucharist
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
30 August 2026 at 10am
Welcome to our service of Holy Communion. We welcome Revd Jeremy Clark-King who is presiding and preaching today. Jeremy is Director of Clergy Formation for the Diocese of Southwark. The Choir and Children’s Church are on holiday. We will follow the summer order of service which includes saying the Psalm responsorially and singing Schubert’s German Mass. We welcome David Chan as organist today. 
Readings
Jeremiah 15: 15-21
Psalm 26: 1-8
Romans 12: 9-21
Matthew 16: 21-28
Hymns
192 Praise my soul, the king of heaven
113 Father, hear the prayer we offer
Will you come and follow me (on page 5 of this sheet)
131 Love divine, all loves excelling (Tune: Blaenwern)
Collect
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Prayer after Communion
God our creator, you feed your children with the true manna,
the living bread from heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we come to that place
where hunger and thirst are no more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First Reading
Jeremiah 15: 15-21
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah
O Lord, you know;
    remember me and visit me,
    and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
    know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
    and your words became to me a joy
    and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
    O Lord, God of hosts.
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
    nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
    for you had filled me with indignation.
Why is my pain unceasing,
    my wound incurable,
    refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
    like waters that fail.
Therefore, thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
    and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
    you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
    not you who will turn to them.
And I will make you to this people
    a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
    but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
    to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
    and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God
Psalm 26: 1-8
Test me, O Lord, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind.
1    Give judgement for me, O Lord,
    for I have walked with integrity;  
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
2    Test me, O Lord, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind.
Test me, O Lord, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind.
3    For your love is before my eyes;  
I have walked in your truth.
4    I have not joined the company of the false,  
nor consorted with the deceitful.
5    I hate the gathering of evildoers  
and I will not sit down with the wicked.
Test me, O Lord, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind.
6    I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,  
that I may go about your altar,
7    To make heard the voice of thanksgiving  
and tell of all your wonderful deeds.
8    Lord, I love the house of your habitation  
and the place where your glory abides.
Test me, O Lord, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind.
Second Reading
Romans 12: 9-21
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God 


Gospel Reading
Matthew 16: 21-28
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory be to thee, O Lord
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ


Offertory Hymn
Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? 
Will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me?
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me?
Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free 
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me?
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me?
Lord your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same.
In Your company I’ll go 
where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me.
John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019) Traditional Scottish Melody

Prayers for the week
We pray for Tom Burbery and Holly Rodwell who were married in church yesterday. 
We pray for those in need: Colin Coveney, Fr Giles Harcourt, William Higginson, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Marion Kokott, James Markham, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Véronique Müller, Vernon Mustoe, Nicola Orme, Karen Robjont, Jean Smith, Geoff Staden, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently including Gilli Frewer, Mary Snell, and John Yeomans. We ask God’s comfort on all who are mourning the loss of loved ones.
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week 
Sunday 30 August Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
10.00am 	Parish Eucharist
4.00pm 	Bell Ringers’ Evensong
Tuesday 1 September 
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 2 September
8.30am	Morning Prayer
12.45pm Funeral of Mary Snell

Thursday 3 September
8.00am	Holy Communion
Sunday 6 September Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Choir and Children’s Church return
8.00am	Holy Communion
10.00am 	Sung Eucharist with “Blessing of Backpacks”
4.30pm	Abide, a reflective service with music from Taizé
Please be aware that there will be some road closures on this day because of the Big Half Marathon.

Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk 
Bell Ringers’ Evensong Today 
Do join us for a special service of Evensong today, 30 August, at 4pm to celebrate the work of the Bell Ringers of St Alfege Church.
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