







 
 
 


 



 





Choral Evensong
Last Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 25 October at 4pm
A warm welcome to our service of Choral Evensong led by Revd Mark Hatcher, Honorary Assistant Priest.
The choir of St Alfege Church is directed by Ben Banks.
You can follow the service in the blue Choral Evensong booklet. This insert has details of the music and readings. You can also find the hymns in this service sheet. 
The Preces and Responses are by Sumsion
The Canticles are from Truro Service by Philip Stopford.
Organ Prelude
Fantasia of four parts – Orlando Gibbons
Introit
[bookmark: _Hlk67562398]Surely thou hast tasted – Bernard Rose
Surely thou hast tasted that the Lord is good. 
So come to him, our living stone - the stone rejected by men but choice and precious in the sight of God. 
Come, and let yourselves be built, as living stones, 
into a spiritual temple; a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, 
through Jesus Christ. 				1 Peter: 3-5



Psalm 119: 89-104
In aeternum, Domine
O Lord, thy word : endureth for ever in heaven.
90 Thy truth also remaineth from one generation to another : thou hast laid the foundation of the earth, and it abideth.
91 They continue this day according to thine ordinance : for all things serve thee.
92 If my delight had not been in thy law : I should have perished in my trouble.
93 I will never forget thy commandments : for with them thou hast quickened me.
94 I am thine, O save me : for I have sought thy commandments.
95 The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy me : but I will consider thy testimonies.
96 I see that all things come to an end : but thy commandment is exceeding broad.
Quomodo dilexi!
Lord, what love have I unto thy law : all the day long is my study in it.
98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies : for they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than my teachers : for thy testimonies are my study.
100 I am wiser than the aged : because I keep thy commandments.
101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way : that I may keep thy word.
102 I have not shrunk from thy judgements : for thou teachest me.
103 O how sweet are thy words unto my throat : yea, sweeter than honey unto my mouth.
104 Through thy commandments I get understanding : therefore I hate all evil ways.

The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 55: 1-11
At the beginning:
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
    come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
    and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
    and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
    listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
    my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
    a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
    call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
    and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
At the end:
Here ends the reading
Office Hymn
Glory to thee, my God, this night
for all the blessings of the light;
keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
beneath thy own almighty wings.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,
the ill that I this day have done,
that with the world, myself, and thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.
Teach me to live, that I may dread
the grave as little as my bed;
teach me to die, that so I may
rise glorious at the aweful day.
O may my soul on thee repose,
and with sweet sleep my eyelids close,
sleep that may me more vigorous make
to serve my God when I awake.
When in the night I sleepless lie,
my soul with heavenly thoughts supply;
let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
no powers of darkness me molest.


Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise him, all creatures here below,
praise him above, angelic host,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711) . Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-85) as shortened by T. Ravenscroft (1621)
The New Testament Reading
Luke 4: 14-30
At the beginning: 
A reading from the Gospel of Saint Luke
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.
At the end:
Here ends the reading 
Collect of the Day 
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Anthem
Nachtlied – Max Reger
	Die Nacht ist kommen, 
Drin wir ruhen sollen; 
Gott walt’s zum Frommen Nach sei’m Wohlgefallen, Dass wir uns legen In sei’m G’leit und Segen, 
Der Ruh’ zu pflegen. 
Treib, Herr, von uns fern 
Die unreinen Geister, 
Halt die Nachtwach’ gern, 
Sei selbst unser Schutzherr, Schirm beid Leib und Seel’ Unter deine Flügel,
Send’ uns dein’ Engel! 
Lass uns einschlafen 
Mit guten Gedanken, 
Fröhlich aufwachen 
Und von dir nicht wanken; Lass uns mit Züchten 
Unser Tun und Dichten 
Zu dei’m Preis richten!
	Night has come,
and in it we shall rest;
God ensures, to our benefit,
by his good will, 
that we may lie down in his guidance and blessing, 
to take a rest.
Drive away, Lord,
impure spirits, 
keep the vigil gladly, 
be our protector yourself, 
take both, body and soul, 
under Thy wings,
send us Thy angels!
Let us fall asleep
with good thoughts,
awake cheerfully,
and not move away from Thee;
let us with discipline
live and write poems
to Thy praise!


Text: Petrus Herber (1566)
Final Hymn  A collection will be taken during this hymn.  
City of God, how broad and far
outspread thy walls sublime!
the true thy chartered freemen are
of every age and clime:
One holy church, one army strong,
one steadfast, high intent;
one working band, one harvest-song,
one King omnipotent.
How purely hath thy speech come down
from man's primaeval youth!
how grandly hath thine empire grown
of freedom, love, and truth!
How gleam thy watch-fires through the night
with never-fainting ray!
how rise thy towers, serene and bright,
to meet the dawning day!
In vain the surge's angry shock,
in vain the drifting sands:
unharmed upon the eternal Rock
the eternal city stands.
Tune: S. Johnson (1822-82). Words: Adapted from T. Haweis (1734-1820)
Organ Postlude
Rhapsody No. 3 – Herbert Howells 
	Supporting St Alfege Church
Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church –during the collection in the service or by using our card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. 
Services this week 
Monday 26 October 
8.30am	Morning Prayer
5.30pm	Old Royal Naval College Choral Evensong in church
Tuesday 27 October 
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 28 October
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Thursday 29 October
8.00am	Holy Communion
Sunday 1 November All Saints and All Souls 
8.00am	Holy Communion
10.00am  Sung Eucharist
5.30pm	Abide, a contemplative service with music from Taizé 
Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact Us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn  
Curate:  Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: office@st-alfege.org.uk  020 8853 0687  
www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team: safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Please take this sheet home with you.
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