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Holy Communion
All Saints and All Souls
1 November 2026 
Welcome to our services of Holy Communion on the feast of All Saints and All Souls.  Revd Dr Robert Tobin is presiding and preaching at 8am and Revd Mark Hatcher at 10am. In place of the intercessions we will be reading out the names of departed loved ones. You are invited to come forward to light a candle during the reading.
Readings
Revelations 7: 9-17
Psalm 34: 1-10
1 John 3: 1-3
Matthew 5: 1-2
Hymns
122 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
238 Blest are the pure in heart
305 For all the saints
323 Who are these like stars appearing
Collect
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Prayer after Communion
God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who have shared at this table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen


First Reading 
Revelation 7: 9-17
A reading from the Book of Revelation
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
    and worship him day and night within his temple,
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
    the sun will not strike them,
    nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God

Psalm 34: 1-10
Benedicam Domino
I will alway give thanks unto the Lord : his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.
3 O praise the Lord with me : and let us magnify his Name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me : yea, he delivered me out of all my fear.
5 They had an eye unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.
6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him : yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles.
7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him : and delivereth them.
8 O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
9 O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : for they that fear him lack nothing.
10 The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good.


Second Reading 
1 John 3: 1-3
A reading from the First Letter of John
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God


Gospel Reading
Matthew 5: 1-12
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory be to thee, O Lord
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ


Today’s Music
Mass setting (Kyrie, Sanctus/Benedictus, Agnus Dei):
Officium Defunctorum – T.L. de Victoria
Anthem
Justorum Animae – William Byrd
Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt,
et non tanget illos tormentum mortis.
Visi sunt oculis insipientium mori,
illi autem sunt in pace.
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, 
and the torment of death shall not touch them. 
In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die; 
but they are in peace. 
Wisdom 3:1-2a,3b.
Communion Motets
Agnus Dei from Missa Officium Defunctorum - T.L. de Victoria
Holy is the true light - Harris
Holy is the True Light, and passing wonderful, 
lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict, 
from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour, 
wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore.  Alleluia!  	
from the Salisbury Diurnal by GH Palmer
Organ Postlude 
Chorale Prelude on a theme by Thomas Tallis – Harold Darke 


Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: George Coles, Fr Giles Harcourt, William Higginson, Carole Hubble, Marion Kokott, James Markham, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Véronique Müller, Vernon Mustoe, Marion Reid, Karen Robjont, Geoff Staden, Tina Stanley, Doreen Waller, Revd Simon Winn, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently including David Batten, Sarah Batten, Calum Clarke, Colin Coveney, Tony Currie, Dominic Meetabix, Jean Elaine Rose, Mimi, Jean Smith and John Yeomans. 
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 
Abide today, 1 November at 5.30pm
Do join us for  Abide, a contemplative service with prayer, meditations and music from the Taizé tradition..
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week 
Sunday 1 November All Saints and All Souls
8.00am	Holy Communion
10.00am 	Parish Eucharist
5.30pm	Abide, a contemplative service with music from Taizé.
Monday 2 November
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Tuesday 3 November
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 4 November
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Thursday 5 November
8.00am	Holy Communion
Sunday 8 November Remembrance Sunday 
8.00am	Holy Communion
10.00am  Sung Eucharist
Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen  Lead Safeguarding Officer  	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses   Safeguarding Officer  		07889 396 671
Irene Bishop	    Safeguarding Officer		020 8698 2658
safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
Please take this sheet home with you. 
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